Comprehensive Plan Educational Session

Public Forum hosted by the Bowdoinham Comprehensive Planning Committee
Wednesday, May 22, 2024, 6pm, Bowdoinham Community School

About the Session

The Town of Bowdoinham Comprehensive Plan Committee has been working hard to
update the 2014-2024 Comprehensive plan and it’s ready for consideration at the June 1
Town Meeting.

Before it goes to Town Meeting we want to make sure everyone understands what’s in the
plan and how it will be used, so we are having this special Educational Session specifically
for that purpose. Bring your questions!

Copies of the proposed comprehensive plan will be available at the session and at the Town
Office in advance. All ages welcome.

Agenda

6:00 Opening/Welcome
Committee Chair Dave Asmussen will welcome everyone and
acknowledge committee members.

6:05 Introduction
How the plan was updated and how it will be used
Inventory Analysis
Vision

6:15 Plan Presentation
Broad overview
Public engagement
New concepts (remote work, solar energy, climate change, e-mobility)
Section-by-section explanation (including new sections)
Future Land Use Plan (including the town map)

6:35 Questions
This is an opportunity for the public to ask questions and get clarity on all
aspects of the plan.

6:55 Closing Comments
Each committee member will have a chance to say a last comment. Town
Planner Yvette Meunier and Comprehensive Planning Committee Chair
Dave Asmussen will offer closing remarks and thanks.

7:00 Adjourn



Why do a Comprehensive Plan?

What is the
Comprehensive Plan?

The Comprehensive Plan is a process that seeks to determine a
community’s values, goals, and aspirations with regard to future
development. The plan is not law. It is an inventory and evaluation of the
town’s attributes and future needs in the areas of resources, economics,
infrastructure, housing, recreation, and land use.

How was the Comp
Plan developed?

The members of the committee have met over 44 times since December
of 2020 during regularly scheduled monthly meeting, and additional
meetings. 16 community input and feedback meetings were held. The
committee members used surveys, presentations, workshops, and maps
and brought in outside expertise when needed. The members reviewed a
great deal of information from many resources to be able to offer well-
informed and thoroughly discussed options.

How were decisions
made?

The Committee used modified consensus meaning most members
approved our decisions, and all others were not opposed. We used the
“I can live with it test.

This is a huge
document. Where’s
the summary?

The Vision Statement, Goals and Recommendations. The
Implementation Plan repeats all of the Recommendations but assigns a
Responsible Party for carrying out the recommendation.

How will the

Comprehensive Plan
be Used?

The Comprehensive Plan is a ten year plan for the Town, which guides
decisions, projects and ordinance development.

Future Land Use Planning Questions

Does the
Comprehensive Plan
propose zoning?

The Comprehensive Plan designates rural, transitional and growth areas
for Town. For the Town to accomplish the goals for these areas, the
Town would have to adopt zoning in the future. Zoning would allow for
smaller lot sizes and lot frontages in the growth area while maintaining
the current regulations in the other areas of Town.

Are the lines on the
Future Land Use
Concepts map hard
and fast?

No, the map is a concept map, which reflects the committee’s agreement
after several meetings and many discussions, on the general areas.

Other Thoughts

Where can I give

There are many ways to share your concerns.

e Come to a Comp Plan meeting on the first Tuesday of the month at
6:00PM at the Town Office.

e Attend Town Meeting on June 1 at 9:00AM at the Community

feedback? School
e Fmail your comments to Yvette Meunier, Town Planner at
planning@bowdoinham.com
Will adopting this
affect my property No. The Comprehensive Plan is just a plan for future action.
taxes?
Voting on the Comprehensive Plan
What happens if the Once the plan is adopted, the work to implement the recommendations

Comprehensive Plan
is approved at the
June 2024 Town
Meeting?

will begin. Any future amendments to the L.and Use Ordinance, such as
zoning or performance standards would have to be adopted by the
Town. Adopting the Comprehensive Plan does not change the Town’s
existing ordinances.
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