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 Public Hearing September 23, 2021 
 
 SITE PLAN REVIEW – TIER 2 APPLICATION 
 (Applicant  –  Scott Gallant; Property – 17 School Street: U01-017) 
 
 Public Comments Submitted by Kevin Twine, 38 Center Street 
 

Visual Impacts on Nearby Historic Structures 

On pages 199 and 200 of the Town of Bowdoinham Land Use Ordinance (LUO), the following 
Approval Criteria are listed: 

“5)  Visual Impact – The proposed development will not have an adverse effect on the scenic or natural 
beauty of the area, including water views and scenic views.” (p. 199) 

Applicant does not mention visual impact in its application.  The proposed nonresidential project blocks 
nearly all views of the Cathance River from the Municipal Building and the Town Hall. 

“16)  Special Resources –  

“d)  Historic & Archaeological – The proposed development will not have an adverse effect on 
historic and/or archaeological sites.” (p. 200) 

Page 207 0f the  LUO lists the following Performance Standards to be used in Site Plan Review: 

 “17) Historic & Archaeological –  

“a)  If any portion of the site has been identified as containing historic or archaeological resources, the 
development must include appropriate measures for protecting these resources, including but not limited 
to, modification of the proposed design of the site, timing of construction, and limiting the extent of 
excavation.  

“b)  Proposed developments which include or are adjacent to buildings or sites on the National Register 
of Historic Places, Maine Historic Preservation Commission or when the Comprehensive Plan has 
identified as being of historical significance, shall be designed in such a manner as to minimize the 
impacts on the historic features. When the historic features to be protected include buildings, the 
placement and the architectural design of new structures shall be similar to the historic structures. The 
Board may require the applicant to seek the advice of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission.” (p. 
207) 
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Page 77 of the 2014 Bowdoinham Comprehensive Plan names the following “Historic Buildings and 
Structures in Bowdoinham of Local Importance”: 

• Town Hall 
• John C. Coombs Municipal Building 

These buildings, which are located within full view of Applicant’s proposed project, and within 90 to 
125 feet of it, are not listed or mentioned in Applicant’s application.  The buildings are located on two 
sides of what can be characterized as Bowdoinham’s “Public Square” where residents of the Town and 
other people frequently gather for diverse purposes.  The histories of these buildings are well-known in 
Bowdoinham and appreciated.  This area is among the most important visual and historic assets in 
Bowdoinham and is vital to the maintenance of the visual and historic character of the Village area. 

Applicant has not considered anywhere in its application the visual impact of its proposed project on 
these buildings and Bowdoinham’s Public Square.  In its submittal of February 17, 2021, Applicant 
included several pages showing elevations of its proposed facility.  These elevations consisted of a stone 
façade on the first floor, and empty white wall space between the first floor and the roof.  No mention is 
made of materials or color, or of proposed exterior details.  Applicant has made no effort whatever to 
adhere to the Performance Standard which requires:  “When the historic features to be protected include 
buildings, the placement and the architectural design of new structures shall be similar to the historic 
structures.” 

As currently designed, Applicant’s proposed project constitutes a major adverse visual impact to the 
Town Hall and John C. Coombs Municipal Building and the surrounding historic space.  This issue is of 
such importance to Bowdoinham’s visual and historic character that Applicant’s site plan application 
should be rejected for this reason alone. 



From: Brandi Lohr
To: Jennifer Curtis
Subject: Site Plan review application for 17 School Street
Date: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 7:23:48 AM

You don't often get email from blohr725@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Good morning,

I am writing to you in reference to the proposed venture of turning that green building into a
marijuana place.  I am not sure why all of a sudden it is being turned into something when it has
been sitting there for so many years in its current state.   It seems as when this building was built
it did not follow what it said it was going to be.  I am afraid that being in the center of town would
not be a good place for such a venture.  We know that in growing marijuana a smell comes with it. 
That smell would permeate throughout the town.  Being located right next to the Town office would
definitely not be something that you would want right there. As an individual that lives in town I
would not like for this to even be an option.  

Thank you for listening,
Brandi Lohr

mailto:blohr725@gmail.com
mailto:planning@bowdoinham.com
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Karen Mayo
To: Jennifer Curtis
Subject: 17 School St public hearing
Date: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 1:29:38 PM

You don't often get email from karenpmayo@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Due to our age and Covid spread Ray and I are not available to come to the public hearing. 
We would like to make our thoughts known after living here more than 38 Years and using the
library and working on the Town hall committee years ago as well as attending events  there.
We hope you will deny the requested use of 17 School St. It seems an awful use for that area.
If it is zoned commercial it certainly is not in character. The homes are close by and would
certainly be affected by traffic, odors and the risk of crime and fire. 
Children come to the library regularly and I walk that hill for health and exercise. If  a fire
were to begin in that building two of our most important historical buildings,  the Coombs
 school and the Townhall would be destroyed since I don’t think our volunteer fire department
possesses enough ladder trucks to fight a fire there.  
Thanks for your consideration. Karen Mayo

mailto:karenpmayo@gmail.com
mailto:planning@bowdoinham.com
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification




From: Ellen Baum
To: Jennifer Curtis
Subject: Site plan review: Scott Gallant
Date: Thursday, September 16, 2021 7:21:33 AM

[You don't often get email from ellenkbaum@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.]

Dear Jennifer —

As I will be out of town for the public hearing on the Scott Gallant site plan application, I would like to offer a few
questions/concerns for the planning board to consider.

1. Has the planning board received the survey information it needs, which delineates the boundary of the Gallant
property and the town property. I am concerned that an agreed-upon boundary may not have been established, which
puts into question whether setback requirements will be (are being) met.

2. Given the activities described in the proposal and its location, I want the planning board to be confident that there
is a septic system that can both be sited on the property and will cover the wastewater needs of the full operation.

3. I would like the town water district to confirm that there is adequate water to meet the projected needs of the
project.

Many thanks for your consideration of these issues.

Sincerely,

Ellen Baum
269 White Road
Bowdoinham ME 04008
207-666-5676
207-720-0642 (c)

mailto:ellenkbaum@gmail.com
mailto:planning@bowdoinham.com
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


You don't often get email from jeff.fischer@comcast.net. Learn why this is important

From: Jeff Fischer
To: Jennifer Curtis
Subject: Re: Public hearing for Gallant site plan application
Date: Thursday, September 16, 2021 7:20:22 PM

You don't often get email from jeff.fischer@comcast.net. Learn why this is important

Please include them in the public records and provide them to the planning board. 

Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 16, 2021, at 6:58 PM, Jennifer Curtis <planning@bowdoinham.com>
wrote:

﻿
Hi Mr. Fischer,
 
Thank you for taking the time to share your comments and questions. Would you like
me to include them in the public record and provide them to the planning board, or
were they meant to be a personal communication with me?
 
_____________________________
 

Jenn Curtis
Director of Planning and Development
Town of Bowdoinham
(207) 666-5531
planning@bowdoinham.com
https://www.bowdoinham.com/
 
 

From: Jeff Fischer <jeff.fischer@comcast.net> 
Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 2:27 PM
To: Jennifer Curtis <planning@bowdoinham.com>
Subject: Public hearing for Gallant site plan application
 

Dear Jennifer,
 
I’m afraid I have to miss the public hearing on the site plan application for Scott Gallant, but I
thought I’d at least communicate with you by email. Sorry I can’t be there — out of town on
family business.
 

mailto:jeff.fischer@comcast.net
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:jeff.fischer@comcast.net
mailto:planning@bowdoinham.com
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:planning@bowdoinham.com
https://www.bowdoinham.com/


Let’s just say I have a few concerns. The lot seems small, the building enormous and wedged
right next to the town office and public library, so I don’t think it’s a good location for that
kind of business. 
 
Also, I don’t think that part of town can handle the traffic. I wonder if there is a plan for a
sufficiently large off-road parking lot for workers and for the customers who would be coming
in and out frequently.
 
I understand that in the past there have been questions about the exact boundary of the
property, such as with the abutting town property. Has this been established beyond dispute?
 
My sense of the type of business that Mr. Gallant proposes is that is will require a lot of water
and septic capacity. Has it been established that the property can handle that?
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Fischer
269 White Road
Bowdoinham 
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