MINUTES

Town of Bowdoinham
Select Board & Board of Assessors Meeting
October 24, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
1.
Call the Meeting to Order & Establish a Quorum

The meeting was called to order and quorum established by Chair Peter Lewis at 5:30 p.m. Select Board members Peter Lewis, Wendy Cunningham, M. Theresa Turgeon, Douglas Tourtelotte and Thomas Walling were present.  Staff present included Town Manager William Post. Also present was Diane Mosher.
2.
Amendments to the Agenda – None 
3.
Approve Consent Calendar
A.
Meeting Minutes of October 11, 2016

B.
Warrants and Financial Reports:

1.
Treasurer’s Warrant #26 for $61,469.02
On motion of Cunningham/Tourtelotte, the Board voted 5 – 0 to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.

4.
Action Items


A.
Act on Lease by and between the Town and Robert Bertulli
The Manager stated that his is an annual lease that expires on October 31, 2016 for the yellow building owned by the Town near the Public Works Garage. Last year the Manager negotiated a higher monthly rent, so this year the lease is the same.  


Board member Tourtelotte asked if the Town should lease the building since the Public Works Facility Project may be moving ahead. The Manager stated that there are ways to end the lease early if need be, but the Public Works Facility Project is still a long way from affecting the current property at the waterfront.

On motion of Cunningham/Tourtelotte, the Board voted 5 – 0 to approve the lease by and between the Town and Robert Bertulli for one-year as presented.
B. Act on 2016 Municipal Valuation Return
The Manager stated that the Municipal Valuation Return includes all of the calculations and data as to how the Town has reached its overall valuation for FY2017 as of April 1, 2016 and calculated the tax rate. This is due to Maine Revenue Services November 1st.

On motion of Tourtelotte/Turgeon, the Board voted 5 – 0 to approve the 2016 Municipal Valuation Return as presented.
C. Act on Confirmation of Warden Appointment for Election
The Manager stated that the Town Clerk, with the Board’s confirmation, appoints the election warden for the election on November 8th. Peter Sullivan is the choice as he is a now long-serving warden.
Board member Cunningham asked is there is any special training the Town should consider for election officials because of the tone of this election. The Manager stated that the election officials are well trained, and should be able to handle any issues.
On motion of Tourtelotte/Walling, the Board voted 5 – 0 to confirm the Appointment of Peter Sullivan as Warden for the November 8, 2016 election.
D. Act on Appointment of Ballot Clerks for Election
The Manager stated that the Town Clerk recommends that the Board appoint the residents listed as ballot clerks for the November 8th election.  

On motion of Turgeon/Tourtelotte, the Board voted 5 – 0 to appoint Leslie Barker, Barbara Bishop, Nora Bishop, Elaine Diaz, Emile Newell, Stacy Pare, Vicky Savoie and Linda Williams as Ballot Clerks for the November 8, 2016 election.

E. Act on Appointment of William Stanton to the Comprehensive Plan Committee
The Manager stated that the Town has four more applicants for the Comprehensive Plan Committee. Because these are new appointments to a newly formed committee, the terms are staggered on a random basis.
On motion of Cunningham/Tourtelotte, the Board voted 5 – 0 to appoint William Stanton to the Comprehensive Plan Committee for a term ending June 30, 2017.


F.
Act on Appointment of Patrick Thompson to the Comprehensive Plan Committee 
On motion of Walling/Cunningham, the Board voted 5 – 0 to appoint Patrick Thompson to the Comprehensive Plan Committee for a term ending June 30, 2019.

G.
Act on Appointment of David Asmussen to the Comprehensive Plan Committee

On motion of Cunningham/Tourtelotte, the Board voted 5 – 0 to appoint David Asmussen to the Comprehensive Plan Committee for a term ending June 30, 2018.

H. Act on Appointment of R. Reeve Wood III to the Comprehensive Plan Committee

On motion of Cunningham/Tourtelotte, the Board voted 5 – 0 to appoint R. Reeve Wood III to the Comprehensive Plan Committee for a term ending June 30, 2019.

5.
Discussion Items

A.
Brown Tail Moth Issue
The Manager stated that an informational meeting about the brown tail moth was held on October 11th and was attended by about eight people from the community as well as a state entomologist. A summary of the discussion from the Brown Tail Moth Informational meeting held on October 11th was provided to the Board (see attached). Those present at the meeting, including several that are interested in working on this issue, would like some direction from the Board.  
Generally, the forecast for brown tail moths is not good for next spring; they are expected to be worse next spring than this spring and Bowdoinham is expected to be hit hard again. The hairs from the caterpillars cause rashes and breathing issues in many people. There were discussions about the types of spraying, types of pesticides, etc. The group also talked about what the Town can, or should, do about the infestation. The Town has responsibility for public areas, like recreation fields and parks. But what else should or could the Town do? The Town can provide information on the moths through the newsletter, website and meetings. A fact sheet will be forthcoming with details on the moths and how to eradicate them.
There are two main ways to control the moths and caterpillars: spraying, either aerial or ground spraying, and physically cutting the nests out of the trees. Spraying is the most effective, but also has the most issues because of the chemicals that may be used. 
Board member Tourtelotte asked about the timing for spraying. The Manager said that the spraying has to be done at the right time, when the caterpillars are feeding on the leaves, so it all depends on the weather. 

The Manager suggested he appoint a task force made up of some of the members at the informational meeting, as this issue seems that it will not go away anytime soon.

The Manager stated that one issue about spraying is that the Town can’t use public money for a private purpose, unless the state declares a public heath nuisance. That would allow the Town to use public money. Another issue is that the pesticides are chemicals and kill other inspects such as bees. In addition, landowner consent is needed for spraying.
The Manager would like direction from the Board as to whether they want him to spend time on this issue, or not. He recommended that he does work on the issue and get more information.

Board member Cunningham recommended that the fact sheet include some health related remedies for people. She also commented that the Manager add this topic to the Project List.

By consensus, the Board asked the Manager to gather more information about the issue and various options for controlling the moths.
6.
Town Manager’s Report

A.
ICMA 102nd Annual Conference
The Manager prepared a written report on his attendance at the ICMA Annual Conference for reference by the Board. He then described some of the educational sessions that he attended.
B.
Public Works Facility Informational Meeting
The Manager stated that he will be hosting a Public Works Facility Informational Meeting on Wednesday, October 26th at 6:00 p.m. in the Kendall Meeting room to provide an update to the residents on the status of the Recycling Barn and the Public Works Facility Project. 
C.
Other Updates
The Manager stated that the Pork Point Road reconstruction is progressing well and he anticipates the gravel placement for the base to be done in a week or so. Then Crooker Construction will fine grade and pave.

The contractor for the skate park construction is finishing another project in Buffalo, New York and expects to be another two weeks before moving to our project. The Manager asked about temperatures for pouring concrete and was assured by the contractor that they will ensure the site is warm enough to pour when the yare ready.

7. 
Select Board Member’s Request for Agenda Items for Next Meeting – None 
8.
Announce Future Select Board Meetings
A.
November 8th – Regular Meeting
B.
November 22nd – Regular Meeting 
9.
Comments from Select Board Members – None 
10.
Comments from the Public

Diane Mosher asked about the yellow building discussed earlier. The Manager stated that the Town owns the building and leases it to a business owner.

11.
Adjourn


The meeting adjourned by acclamation at 6:07 p.m.
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