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Purpose:

· To establish a four-season, multipurpose, transportation and recreation trail connecting the communities of Topsham, Bowdoinham, Richmond and Gardner, Maine, with other regional trail systems such as the portion of the East Coast Greenway passing through Brunswick and the Kennebec River Rail Trail. This trail will promote economic development in Sagadahoc and Southern Kennebec Counties by providing a trail to directly serve recreational, commercial, and social activities by residents of and visitors to the Merrymeeting Bay region, and to provide a desirable alternative to vehicular transportation within the region.
Needs:

· To provide a multi-use trail connection among areas of historical and natural significance along Merrymeeting Bay.
· To bring trail users into the village centers so they can benefit from the availability of services and accommodations and so businesses can benefit from the visitors' patronage.

· To create economic development opportunities and support community revitalization by bringing trail users into village centers.

· To provide a safe, inviting facility to encourage regular healthy exercise in the forms of transportation and recreation and support health communities.
· To provide where possible, an off-road transportation and recreation trail that serves as a pleasant and safe transportation corridor for all trail users and for all ages and abilities.

· To provide a trail of statewide significance that aids in attracting tourism to the region, and is consistent with the Quality of Place initiative.
· To utilize the railroad and current utility corridor rights-of-way and other public lands and easements.
· To incorporate the trail into the Maine Department of Transportation's vision of a continuous multimodal route connecting to trails and related routes along the Androscoggin and Kennebec Rivers.

· To integrate this trail with existing trail systems, both locally within communities, and regionally, including the Kennebec River Rail Trail and East Coast Greenway as it passes through Brunswick and the midcoast.

· To provide direct connections and transportation loops to communities and special attractions.
· To provide opportunities for education regarding cultural and natural resource attributes along the corridor.

· To safely co-exist with active rail facilities which serve the region's economy.
