
B owdoinham has a wealth of skilled 
          artisans and crafters who create 
          beautiful and useful hand crafted 
items to treasure and enjoy.  For this 
newsletter we only interviewed a few of 
the many artisans and crafters who will 
be participating in the Holiday Festival.

Continued of Page 2.
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Ceramic Art Work
Matt Ahlers 

    Matt has been making pottery since 
his high school days at Mount Ararat.  
“There was a strong pottery and art 
program there, and I fell in love with 
making things on the pottery wheel,” he 
says.  “I’d get a pass to go to the art room 
whenever I could.”  Matt continued his 
ceramic studies in college and tried to do 
a production pottery business for a while 
after graduating.  It was not the right fit 
for him, however.  After taking a break 
and working on his building/construction 
business, Matt started back with pottery 
part-time during this last summer.  “I’m 
re-entering it with my own awareness of 
design,” he says, and he is now able to 
concentrate on some innovative motifs .
    At the Pottery Studio, Matt’s shelves are 
filled with plates, cups, bowls, and other 
tableware. He aims to have functional 
items with a special flair.  For instance, 
cups have indentations (dimples) that 
are perfectly placed for fingers and plates 
have intriguing surface designs that set 
them apart. His surfaces include slips, and 
glazes with a transparent, glossy look.  He 
also offers classes for children—working 
with four to five at a time.  As the chil-
dren get ideas to try out in the clay, Matt 
helps them explore their own direction 
until they take shape.
    “Being in this new Pottery Studio space 
(is inspiring,” says Matt.  He is collabo-
rating with 3 other Bowdoinham potters 
in the Pottery Project--a program of the 
Merrymeeting Art Center.  “I get to work 
with pals and be inspired and driven by 
their energy and my own.” 
    With a full-time job as a contractor, it 
is hard to find time for production and 
selling, but marketing opportunities are 
opening up.  Matt will be at the Bowdoin-
ham Guild of Artisans show on December 
5 and 6 at the Town Hall.  The potters 
will also be on hand at the Pottery Studio 
during the Holiday Festival.  He enjoyed 
being a part of Celebrate Bowdoinham 
this year and will be participating in the 

Arts Downtown and All Around show 
on Nov. 14-16 in Brunswick.  As things 
unfold, “I would like to sell some key 
items in shops that are interested in in-
novative design,” he says.  “I think about 
what is going to sell, and then where the 
best place is to put those items.”  Matt 
would also like to experiment with some 
of his sculpture ideas and see about gallery 
showings.
    You can reach Matt through email at 
mdahlers@gmail.com or call him at 751-
7278.  “If you’d like to come down to visit 
at the Pottery Studio, just call and we can 
arrange to meet,” he says.   

Stephanie Austen

    Stephanie’s pottery pieces emerge from 
both her controlled and exacting shap-
ing as well as the serendipity that hap-
pens when the kiln is left free to create a 
surface design.  “I have an eye for shape 
and form,” Stephanie says.  “When I 
make a pot, I really consider if it’s the 
way I want it to be.”  This part of the 
process—shaping the pot into a pleasing, 
harmonious form—is Stephanie’s favorite 
aspect of pottery-making.  Then, when 
she puts it into a wood-fired kiln, she lets 
the firing process create a surface on the 
pot that can be different every time.  “The 
lick of the flame makes a blush, and the 
wood ash trickles down and leaves mark-
ings,” she explains.  The final product is a 
beautifully shaped item that is beautifully 
decorated.
    Stephanie’s love of pottery-making 
began in high school.  “I was intrigued 
by the pottery wheel.  When you work 
on the wheel, you can lose yourself in 
space and time.  I found that I became 
grounded in the midst of the process,” she 
says.  She continued her studies in college 
and graduated from the Maine College of 
Art (MCA) in 2002.  Then, her internship 
with a potter in western Massachusetts 
gave her a lot of experience with wood-
fired kilns.  The complicated process of 
managing this type of kiln usually means 
that a group of potters are involved.  Here 
in Maine, she has found a wood-fired kiln 
at Watershed Center for Ceramic Arts in 
Damariscotta where she is able to fire her 

items.
    Having moved to Bowdoinham a 
couple of years ago, Stephanie is piecing 
together her creative community and live-
lihood.  She is a part-time artist-mentor 
for Spinoff in Gardiner, does production 
pottery for another potter, maintains 
her own landscaping business during 
the growing season, and has joined with 
three other potters in Bowdoinham at the 
Pottery Studio on the waterfront. Teach-
ing pottery classes is another aspect of her 
business, and she has a class scheduled on 
Oct. 22.  She can teach one-on-one or in 
groups.  “My experience of teaching at 
MCA was inspiring, and I am interested 
in offering more classes in Bowdoinham,” 
she says. The Bowdoinham Guild of Arti-
sans holiday show and sale on December 
5 and 6 will be her first opportunity to 
feature her own work for sale.
    The range of Stephanie’s items includes 
anything you would put on the table to 
serve a meal.  The wave of the slow food 
movement has brought new interest in 
hand-crafted dinnerware and she expects 
to see growing interest in her work.  In 
the future, she would like to sell in 4 to 
5 galleries in Maine and maybe eventu-
ally have her own gallery.  She also plans 
to start a website.  As her sales grow, she 
would like her sales to bring in 50-75% of 
her needed income.  “It should fit in well 
with my landscaping business,” she says. 
    You can reach Stephanie by calling 
329-9970 or by emailing her at sausten@
meca.edu.

Fallinstar Farm
Georgianna Cote

    Georgiana Cote has a tradition of 
making Christmas wreaths for friends 
and family, and finally decided to mar-
ket them more broadly last year. She has 
added an array of decorative items for 
the holidays and is ready to celebrate!  “I 
love the holidays and the outdoors,” she 
says.  “It’s a time when I can go shopping 
in the woods.”  Her wreaths are beauti-
fully decorated and come in a variety of 
sizes and greens.  Other items include yule 
logs, swags, garlands, centerpieces, and a 
birch log candle holder.  
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    Having grown up in Bowdoinham, 
Georgianna misses the former Christmas 
tree farms that used to be in town and 
is looking forward to providing a place 
where families can come to get their 
annual tree.  Six years ago, she started 
planting Christmas trees for an eventual 
Choose and Cut operation.  She expects 
the first set of trees will be ready next year.  
    Georgianna will have a booth at the 
Craft Fair at the Bowdoinham School on 
Holiday Festival Saturday (Dec. 6).  She 
can also take orders and will ship items if 
needed.  You can email her at fallinstar-
farm@yahoo.com or call her at 751-3549. 
    In the future, Georgianna wants to set 
up a farm stand on her property at 30 
Cote Lane, just off the White Road.  She 
is also experimenting with baked goods 
and has passed the kitchen inspection 
process.  As her entrepreneurial ventures 
grow, Georgianna is hoping it will become 
a strong seasonal business to supplement 
her full-time work at a local Post Office.  
    “I love to do this work,” Georgianna 
says.  “It’s all about the Christmas spirit.  
I would love for families to start a holiday 
tradition of coming to my farm to get 
their holiday tree.

Artistic Endeavors 
Kathy Goddu

    Kathy Goddu’s studio next to the Mer-
rymeeting Art Center on the waterfront 
is filled with the inspiration that started 
her on her creative path.  Japanese fabrics, 
photos, and items grace her space and are 
reminders of her first trip to Japan.  Her 
family had hosted a Japanese exchange 
student the previous year and she traveled 
to Japan in 2000 with Mt. Ararat stu-
dents as a part of the exchange.  The trip 
included a visit to an indigo dye shop.  “It 
got me hooked,” she says.  The beautiful 
fabrics she saw prompted her to take a 
workshop in the Shiburi process and to 
read as much as she could about it.  Set-
ting up her studio in Bowdoinham helped 
her to develop her skills, and she launched 
her business 10 years ago.
    Kathy’s products include scarves, 
curtains, and clothing--all in beautiful 
patterns of blue and white.  Shiburi can 

be used with silk, cotton, rayon, and other 
fiber materials.  Branching from this base, 
Kathy has also learned Sashiko—a tech-
nique which features white quilting-like 
stitches on strong blue backgrounds—and 
has used this process in making pillows.  
Other Japanese techniques are now a part 
of Kathy’s repertoire and she is enjoy-
ing adding new colors to her much loved 
blue and white. “I enjoy trying multiple 
techniques on one piece,” Kathy says.  
“I’ve even taken the ‘disasters,’ cut them 
up, and then woven them to create new 
items.”
    In addition to her products, Kathy has 
offered classes at her studio and at other 
locations.  They usually last 2 days and 
have 4-5 people in them.  The classes con-
centrate on a particular process and give 
students a chance to master the basics.
    The business has had to take a back seat 
to some family demands in recent years, 
but Kathy is now hoping to grow it again 
by offering more workshops and finding 
some new outlets for her items.  She loves 
to take custom orders for such things as 
curtains, shower curtains, and unique 
doorway hangings known as Noren.  
    You can reach her by email at artistic-
endeavors.goddu@gmail.com or by phone 
at 721-3141.  She welcomes the oppor-
tunity to show visitors her work and to 
explain the intricate processes behind the 
various techniques she uses. 

Jeffrey Lipton Pottery
Jeffrey Lipton

    Jeffrey is always experimenting with 
new designs for his pottery work.  One 
idea will be expressed in a series of items 
and a kiln firing and then another idea 
will take over.  This keeps his work very 
fresh and always changing.
    Pottery has been a long-standing cre-
ative outlet for Jeffrey.  He graduated with 
a Bachelor’s in Fine Arts in ceramics from 
the University of Southern Maine and has 
been working in the field ever since.  After 
spending a year at the Watershed Center 
for Ceramic Arts in Damariscotta, Jeffrey 
traveled to Western Massachusetts to 
apprentice with a master potter.  He also 
had opportunities to teach in that area at 

a private academy.  Meeting a local Bow-
doinham gal eventually led to marriage 
and re-location to Bowdoinham in Dec. 
2012.  Now, Jeffrey has joined with Matt 
Ahlers, Stephanie Austen, and Sarah Cox 
at the Pottery Project in the “green build-
ing” at the Bowdoinham waterfront.  He 
does most of his work out of the studio in 
his in-law’s basement, but is interested in 
using the Pottery Project space as well.
    Bowls, mugs, plates, flasks, boxes, 
pitchers, vases, tea pots, and pill boxes are 
all functional items Jeffrey enjoys mak-
ing.  He concentrates on creating salt 
fired stoneware, decorates with slips, and 
is starting to introduce more color to his 
earth-toned palette.  He currently uses 
the gas-fired kiln at Watershed Center for 
Ceramic Arts in Damariscotta and would 
love to do some wood fired pieces there as 
well.  
    Jeffrey is busy with his job for a land-
scaping business, especially during the 
growing season, so he is trying to juggle 
the demands of producing and market-
ing his pottery with his job. This year, 
he has experimented with as many shows 
and fairs as he could fit in including 
last December’s Bowdoinham Guild of 
Artisans (BGA) Holiday Show and Sale, 
Bowdoinham’s Open Studio Day in May, 
Bath Heritage Days, the Audubon show, 
the Hilltown Six Pottery Tour in Massa-
chusetts, and the Common Ground Fair.  
He will be a part of this December’s BGA 
show as well.  At the end of the year, he 
will evaluate the results and decide on a 
direction for next year.  
    “The Pottery Project gives me an op-
portunity to offer classes,” Jeffrey says.  I 
like the social aspect of being a part of 
the Project and Studio.”  The 4 potters are 
working to establish their direction and to 
plan for classes, and there is great poten-
tial for a range of classes in the future.
    You can reach Jeffrey by emailing him 
at jeffreyliptonpottery@gmail.com, or 
through his website at www.jeffreylipton-
pottery.com. 

Continued on page 4.



Starrock
Lynn Sternfels

    Graceful jewelry with gems and beads 
embedded in intricately crocheted wire, 
silk scarves with light-weight wool inte-
grated into the fiber, and hand-painted 
silk scarves are all items Lynn has devel-
oped while exploring her creativity.  They 
are beautiful accessories that make any 
outfit look special.
    Lynn’s creative work has grown from 
her love of color and texture. During her 
career as a school guidance counselor, 
Lynn spent her summers planting luxuri-
ous gardens on her property.  She knew 
what she liked and experimented until she 
had gardens that bloom throughout the 
season and create a stunning landscape.  
    This same love of color and texture is 
part of her jewelry-making as well.  It 
started many years ago when she was ill 
for six weeks.  A kind friend brought her 
a suitcase of tools and supplies, and Lynn 
was able to keep busy with a new interest.  
It grew into a passion.  “Doing something 
with my hands was a good balance with 
my career,” Lynn says.  “It became a bit of 
an obsession.”  Over the years, she took 
classes and refined her skills and designs.  
Then, four summers ago, she saw the new, 
felted scarves and thought that kind of 
product would fit in well with her jewelry.  
After taking a workshop and reading 
on her own, she experimented with the 
Japanese process called Nuno.   The result 
is a light-weight yet warm product which 
complements her jewelry pieces.
    Venturing into the marketplace, Lynn 
started selling her jewelry about seven 
years ago and her scarves three years ago.  
“I loved going to the Bowdoinham Guild 
of Artisans show, and now I love being 
in it,” she says.  She will be participating 
in the BGA Holiday Festival show this 
year on Dec. 5 and 6 as well as the Arts 
Downtown and All Around show on Nov. 
15 at Ft. Andross in Brunswick.  She also 
does private sales and is looking into other 
venues that might be good showcases for 
her work.

    “I like to learn and try new tech-
niques,” Lynn adds.  “The learning part is 
just as important to me as the doing part.”  
Now that she is retired from full-time 
work, she will have a chance to explore 
new frontiers with her business.
    You can reach Lynn through email at 
starrocks@myfairpoint.net or at 666-
5976.

Morphee Creative
Manon Whittlesey

    Picking just one specialty in art school 
was a challenge for Manon, so the oppor-
tunity to incorporate several techniques 
as a part of printmaking was very appeal-
ing.  “It allows me to do several disci-
plines—carving, graphic design, printing, 
and sewing,” she says.  She loves how 
print-making enhances practical items by 
bringing an artful sensibility to functional 
things.  Tea towels, note cards, aprons, 
and children’s clothing are all enhanced by 
Manon’s designs and images.  
    Manon didn’t start out having a 
printmaking business.  Her first endeavor 
was a graphic design service that helped 
businesses with their business cards, logos, 
labels, and other print materials.  Laid 
low by Lyme disease for a while, however, 
helped her to re-think what she truly 
loved doing.  The graphic design service 
kept her stuck in front of a computer 
while the process of print making enabled 
her to experiment with dying, sewing, 
carving, and design.  As she started feel-
ing better, she launched her new business 
which she now combines with part-time 
employment at Spinoff in Gardiner.  
    Sales opportunities have blossomed 
over this last year.  The Bowdoinham 
Guild of Artisans Holiday Show and Sale 
last December was her first venture into 
the marketplace.  Since then, she has 
had items at some shops and other fairs 
including Celebrate Bowdoinham this 
last September.  She is looking forward 
to being in the BGA show again this year 
on Dec. 5 and 6 at the Town Hall.  In 
the future, she would like to get her own 
e-commerce website up and running and 
to have her items in more shops.  Larger, 
regional shows and fairs would be other 

good venues.
    Manon is currently working on a new 
line of baby items, such as baby carri-
ers.  While her current printing process is 
block-printing on fabric, she would like 
to experiment with silk screen printing 
as well.  Other sales venues such as her 
own e-commerce website as well as larger 
regional shows and fairs would help to 
expand her reach.  She is also hoping to 
offer classes for children and adults at her 
home on Ridge Road
    “I would love for some of my items to 
be collectibles and to have the business 
grow so that it could contribute more to 
supporting our family,” she says.  “I love 
every part of the business, and I feel lucky 
to be doing it in Bowdoinham.”  Manon 
is happy to work with customers to do 
custom work such as tablecloths, curtains, 
clothes, and block printing on walls. 
    You can reach Manon by email at 
mwhittle77@gmail.com, by phone at 
522-6142 or find her on Facebook under 
Morphee Creations.
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News from Arts Center
By Lee Parker
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M 

errymeeting Arts Center celebrated 
           its 7th Anniversary on September 
           13th at Celebrate Bowdoinham.  
Since opening MAC has mounted 27 
art shows and many 
workshops, classes and 
events.  Remember the 
“Every Maine Light 
House” Show with 65 
paintings by Ernest 
deRaps of Richmond?  
The 250th Anniversary Show of “Three 
Town Artists: Carlo Pittore, Bryce Muir, 
and Carter Smith”?  Our annual show, 
“Vernal Pools”, had 79 artists under 18 
participating this year.  Our annual Ice & 
Smelt Festival in February has become a 
town event (with special enthusiasm for 
the Best Beard Contest) and each year 
we host all day art activities at Celebrate 
Bowdoinham and the Holiday Fair. 
    This past June the Town approved 
funding for Merrymeeting Arts Center  
and we are extremely grateful for this 
recognition and support. What a wonder-
ful town and area we live in!  Thank you, 
Bowdoinham!
    On October 3rd we had our Annual 
Meeting which was an opportunity for the 
public to hear about our 2014 events and 
our plans for 2015. Three new members 
were elected to out Executive Board: For-
est Lowe of Brunswick, Wendy Rose of 
Bowdoinham, Carter Smith of Harpswell 
and New York City. The MAC yearly 
budget was presented as well as a new 
operating structure.

Upcoming Events

Veterans Concert and Speaking Contest 
November 9th, 2-5pm  
at the Town Hall 2-5 PM 
    The Speaking Contest (presented with 
the Bowdoinham Historical Society) will 

be 2-3pm.  Orators 
age 14 and under will 
recite from memory 
“The New Colossus” 
by Emma Lazarus. 
This poem is better 
known as the poem on 

the Statue of Liberty with the line “Give 
me your tired.....”.
    Concert with Kim Kalesti, Hal Ahlers, 
Bob “the Busdriver” White with Bowdoin-
ham students and Friends will be 3-5pm.  

Holiday Festival
    “Make & Take” at the Bowdoinham 
Community School from 11am-1pm.
    Saturday there will be activities both 
in our main space and in the new MAC 
Pottery Project (green building down by 
the waterfront).

Ice & Smelt Festival 
February 7th, 10am-4pm 
    Once again the day will be filled with 
activities down by the waterfront and in 
our two spaces. Be sure to start growing 
your beards for the famous Best Beard 
Contest!  We will be hosting a special ex-
otic soup dinner in collaboration with the 
Food Pantry to benefit them and MAC!  
After dark, we will light the fire lanterns 
to fill the sky with glowing balloons.

Exhibits

Now through November 15th, “Our Town 
in Photos” by Olivia Sullivan, Robert 
Saunders, and Friends  Inspired by a show 
of photos of one day in the life of a town, 
Olivia Sullivan (age 9) approached the 
arts center. Could she organize a similar 
show for Bowdoinham? So the call for 
photos went out, photos to be taken in 
Bowdoinham during the month of June 
(a month in the life of a town).  Then, 
Gardiner artist, Robert Saunders, offered 
MAC his photographic series of the iconic 
green Bowdoinham bridge.  This show is 
the result, a celebration of farm and bay, 
woods and village, bay and bridge.

November 22nd through December 13th, 
“December: Month of Holidays”
Come enjoy the “look” of December – 
lights – color – shapes – as we decorate 
for the holidays!

    The Arts Center is open on Saturdays 
from 10am-1pm; closed from December 
13th through the end of January.

Education

    After a summer of furnishing the Pot-
tery Project, firing up the new kiln, and 
settling in to the new space, our potters 
are offering classes and workshops for all 
ages and all skill levels. They welcome 
ideas and proposals from the public. 

    Please visit our website -  www.mer-
rymeetingartscenter.org or Facebook pages 
for more information.

ThibeaulT’s auTo Care
Small Body Shop & Undercoating

Jim ThibeaulT
319-8100

jimthibeault123@gmail.com          356 Millay Rd 
Like us on Facebook                      Bowdoinham
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ho says retirement is boring? Not 
             the Bowdoinham residents who 
             joined the Advisory Commit-
tee on Aging for a very busy calendar of 
COA-sponsored events and activities this 
fall! 
    On September 16th, COA sponsored 
its First Annual Wellness Fair, attended 
by 53 area residents. Head to Toe Physi-
cal Therapy offered free balance assess-
ments, CHANS provided flu shots, Ann 
Davis, Director of the Bowdoinham EMS, 
checked blood pressure. Bob Bruce, of 
the Merrymeeting Wheelers Bicycle Club 
talked with people about staying physi-
cally active. SEARCH shared informa-
tion about their program, which matches 
isolated older adults with a community 
volunteer. 
    Some of the many fall activities includ-
ed a mushroom hunt, led by Marie Mur-
ray and a cheese making demonstration 
offered by Diana Moser. A few Bowdo-
inham residents watched from the safety 
of shore as Jeanine Beaudoin guided five 
intrepid kayakers on a last paddle before 
duck hunting season. Theresa Turgeon 
and the Shipmates Senior Club explored 
Maine on field trips to Savage Oaks 
Winery, the Maine Wildlife Park, and the 

ELMS puzzle factory in Harrison. 
    Bridge, led by Martha Cushing and 
Glena Morin, continued to provide an 
opportunity for area residents to socialize, 
exercise their brains, and share at least a 
few laughs. The class is ongoing. If you 
are interested, talk to Glena Morin or 
Martha Cushing or call the Town Office 
(666-5531, ext. 110). 
    Line Dancing with Jeanine Beaudoin 
is in full swing. The class is open for a 
few weeks in November if you have some 
experience and would like a moderate 
(and fun!) workout with your friends and 
neighbors. 
    For those looking for a gentle workout, 
Kathy Pszczolkowski and Patricia Oh 
offered a beginners tai chi class. If you 
are interested in learning more about tai 
chi or have some experience, the class 
continues to meet and practice the forms 
they have learned. Newcomers are always 
welcome. FMI: call the Town Office (666-
5531, ext. 110).
    In November, the Shipmates Club 
will be a hub of activity—with cribbage, 
hosted by Dick St. Cyr; knitting lessons, 
offered by Nan Curtis and Dona St. Cyr; 
a crafting club, hosted by Wendy Rose; 
movie afternoons, trips, luncheons, and 
ample opportunities to sit, chat, and share 
a cup of coffee. 
    The Bowdoinham Advisory Commit-
tee on Aging (COA) wants to thank all of 
the volunteers who have given their time, 

expertise, and creative energy to make the 
events and activities sponsored by COA a 
success. 
    The COA-sponsored tent at Celebrate 
Bowdoinham was a hub of activity. Helen 
Reed called BINGO. The most popular 
prizes were ten $1 gift certificates for a 
used book, available at the library tent. 
Thank you, Kate Cutko and the Bowdoin-
ham Public Library! Thank you to all the 
volunteers who contributed to the success 
of the day-- Bob and Barbara Cree, Kate 
Frank, Ruby Hussey, John Joyce, Dale 
and Diana Moser, Peggy Muir, Kathy and 
Jim Pszczolkowski Lynn Sanford, Dick St. 
Cyr, Theresa Turgeon, and Gracia Wood-
ward.
    The Wellness Fair would not have 
been possible without the hard work and 
determination of Kathy Pszczolkowski 
who organized the fair from beginning to 
end, and her cadre of volunteers— Kate 
Frank, Laurie Look, Marie Murray, Jim 
Pszczolkowski, Joanne Savoie, and Gracia 
Woodward. All of the health information 
was well-appreciated but the most popular 
spot of the day were the Healthy Snacks 
generously donated by Jeanine Beaudoin. 
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News from
Committee on Aging
By Patricia Oh

Fallinstar Tree Farm
~ Handmade ~

Wreaths ~ Garland ~ Swags
Centerpieces ~ Window Boxes

Georgianna E. Cote, Owner
Bowdoinham, ME

(207) 751-3549
Fallinstarfarm@yahoo.com

The Bowdoinham Advisory Commit-
tee on Aging (COA) wants to know 
what activities and events may interest 
you. Please take five minutes of your 
time to fill in the Activity and Interest 
Survey. 
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Celebrate Bowdoinham
By Nicole Briand

W  

e have a lot of people to thank 
             for helping to make Celebrate 
             Bowdoinham such a wonderful 
community event, so please join us in 
thanking the following people and busi-
nesses:
  •  All Participants 
  •  Aaron Temple & Jeff Whittaker - 
Lobster Crate Races
  •  Adelaida Gaviria, Carmen Serier and 
Susan Brown – Bow-
doinham’s Best
  •  Annie Davis – 
Parade
  •  B&B Stables – 
Horse & Pony Rides
  •  Doug Tourtelotte, 
Adam Samson, Jim 
McPherson & 
Bob Lenna– 
KenDucky 
Derby
  •  Five 
County Credit 
Union – Fa-
cepainting & 
Balloon Twist-
ing Sponsor
  •  Jay Read – Stroll-
ing Magician
  •  Long’s Board Shop 
– Skateboard 
Lessons & Demon-
strations
  •  Merrymeeting Arts 
Center – Variety Show & Kids Art Activi-
ties
  •  Mount Ararat Cheerleaders – Running 
Kids Activities
  •  Shotokan Karate Academy – Karate 
Demonstration 
  •  Woodside One Wheelers 
  •  Silent Auctions Donors - 
 -Andrews Campbell Esq
 -Annabella’s Bakery & Café
 -Apple Creek Farm
 -Bergen & Parkinson, LLC
 -Bloom
 -BCDI
 -Bowdoinham Country Store
 -Bowdoinham Fire Department

 -Bowdoinham Historical Society
 -Bowdoinham Public Library
 -Byrnes Irish Pub
 -Central Maine Power 
 -Christian & Robinson Plumbing
 -Christina Bouchard Photography
 -Cianbro Irby
 -Cool as a Moose
 -Doug Tourtelotte Excavation
 -Down East Credit Union
 -Down East Insurance Agency

 -Enterprise Farms
 -Exit 43 Quick Stop
 -Frosty’s Donuts
 -Game Box Video Games & Comics
 -Harry C. Crooker & Sons
 -Holistic Massage Therapy
 -Home by the Bay Consignment Shop
 -J & N Cleaning
 -Jeff the Electrician
 -Jenny Coakley
 -K&G Hardware
 -Kabayan Philippine Foods
 -Kaleele Sarkis-Ahlers

 -Kathy Wiswell
 -Kelly’s Kards
 -Knights Farm Supply Store
 -Law Office of Arthur J. Lamothe
 -Lincoln County Publishing
 -Lobster Buoy Birdhouse Company
 -Long Branch School of Maine
 -Maine State Music Theatre
 -Max Zachau
 -Nanette Giacoma, MBA, MA 
 - Long Branch School of Maine
 -O’Farrells Auto Repair
 -O’Reilly Auto Parts

 -Paul Baines Fine Wood-
working
 -Railway Café
 -Ray Labbe and Sons
 -Resurface Skin & 
Body Health
 -Richmond Family 
Chiropractic

 -Richmond 
Home Brew 
Supply
 -Scarlet Be-
gonas
 -Shotokan 
Karate Acad-
emy
 -Six River 
Farm

 -The Bank of Maine
 -The Old Goat
 -Topsham 
Veterinary 
Wellness Center
 -Verizon Wireless 
Zone of Topsham

 -Zumba with Stephanie
  •  Fireworks Sponsors -
 -Androscoggin Bank
 -AV Systems of Maine
 -Bilodeau Insurance
 -Doug Tourtelotte Excavation
 -Five County Credit Union
 -Hobart Farm
 -Kathy Gallant, Realtor
 -Main Street Fuel
 - Sitelines, PA
 -StarFix, Inc
 -Village Lodge #26
 -Alder Stream Fence Company
 -Christian & Robinson Plumbing
 -The Bank of Maine
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A Celebration of Bowdoinham 
           History for 2014 has been “The 
           Year of the Ship” and the culmina-
tion of this special year will bring together 
ship building, cargoes and destinations, 
seafaring, and more for our Annual Show 
at Jellerson School on: 
 • November 1 & 2, 11am-4pm; 
 • November  9, 16, 23 & 30,  1-3pm
 • December 6,  11am-3pm

4th Annual Super Yard Sale

The rain held off, and we had a splendid 
sale. The Meeting House and the yard 
around it were full with a huge variety of 
donated items for sale, including items on 
25 tables brought by fellow Bowdoinham-
ers to sell their own treasures. A super 
thank you to Jeanne Gillis for piloting 
this very successful sale! And many thanks 
to all the yard sale crew and to all who 
donated items and rented table spaces. A 
special thanks to Mums Plus for the 14 
mums they donated to the sale.

BHS at Celebrate Bowdoinham

The BHS tent was visited by numbers 
of folks who studied the displays at this, 
the 3rd of 4 presentations for Year of the 
Ship.  Children again built their own 

wooden ships, schooners, and brigs at the 
model shipyard run by Elaine Diaz. They 
also tied nautical knots and tested their 
strength against a pulley’s. It was a fine 
day.

BHS Meeting House

The money BHS made at the yard sale 
will be enough to finish the meeting 
house floor. Donations from Marilyn 
Darnell and Bob and Alice Miner have 
made it possible to purchase light fixtures 
and to patch holes in the ceiling and hall. 
Tom DeForeest and Leslie Anderson have 
finished putting up the crown moulding, 
so the interior is nearly done. We still 
need to paint the exterior.

Thank you to all who have been bringing 
us photographs, letters and other docu-
ments, scrapbooks, and artifacts to copy 
or keep. keep up the flow!!  We are still 
looking for: 
• info on brick making in Bowdoinham; 
photos, narratives, bricks; 
• info on the Haunted House in the 
Coombs School in late 1970s. photos, 
memories.

    BHS welcomes everyone interested in 
history and Bowdoinham!! If you aren’t a 
member, please consider joining and sup-
port the preservation and presentation of 
Bowdoinham’s history! 

News from BHS
By Betsy Steen

Christmas is Coming!!

Support BHS by purchasing:

• Albert Dunlap’s Life on the 
   Abbagadassett - $20

• Samuel Adams’ History of 
   Bowdoinham 1762-1912 - $55

• Frank Connor’s Atop That Hill - $5

• Frank Connors Bowdoinham 
   Advertisers (14 issues) -  $2/issue

• NEW: Frank Connors’ 1980
   Merrymeeting Images Calendar - $5

• Jellerson School Mugs - $8

Available at the Town Office, Library 
or at ‘Childhood Past’.

Plumbing Tip
 Winter Preparedness
  
  -  Take the hoses off outside 
frostproof faucets.

  -  Make sure you have no drip-
ping faucets or running toilets to 
insure no vulnerable drain pipes 
freeze.

  -  Fill any small holes in the foun-
dation that may allow cold air to 
blow on water pipes.

  -  Change the batteries in any 
programmable thermostats.

I n 1805, Joseph Carr was building the 
    Ship Union, on the Patten shore near 
    the mouth of the Cathance River. Real-
izing he needed a pumper for fire protec-
tion and to water his new vessel, he trav-
eled to Boston and found the hand tub 
Phenix in a junk yard. After buying it, he 
shipped it to Bowdoinham, and when he 
was finished with it, he gave it to the town 
as its first piece of fire fighting equipment. 
    The question is can we save her and 
give her the place of honor she deserves 
after serving the town valiantly for over 
100 years, including at the great fire of 
1902?   What is needed:
 • A coalition of interested persons, will-
ing to assess, guide, and participate in the 
process of restoration. 
 • The talents of the craftsmen and women 
of Bowdoinham.
 • A safe place to house the Phenix while 
she is being worked on.
 • And of course money; we have set up a 
Save the Phenix Fund to which donations 
can be given.
    Let us all work together as the creative 
community we are to find a way to save 
this jewel of Bowdoinham history and let 
the Phenix rise again from the dust and 
ashes.  For more information, contact 
Betsy Steen bayviewess@comcast.net.

Treasure in Bowdoinham
By Betsy Steen
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T he Friends of the Bowdoinham 
        Public Library meets four times a 
        year, and all community members 
are welcome. In an effort to make the 
meetings more user friendly, we have 
changed the line-up. We now start with 
a check in from our library director, Kate 
Cutko, who informs us of current and 
upcoming events, followed by a report 
from Michelle Reed, our volunteer coordi-
nator. Michelle covers whatever volunteer 
opportunities and needs there are, as well 
as taking suggestions. Then those not 
interested in the rest of the meeting can 
leave without guilt.  At our next meet-
ing on January 26th at 7pm, we will be 
reviewing our Library Internet Use Policy. 
This policy can be found on the Library’s 
website, and is also available for viewing 
at the Library.  
    Did you know that the Bowdoinham 
Public Library is only partially funded 
by tax dollars? Through the hard work of 
the Friends of the Library Board and all 
of our volunteers, we raise roughly half of 
the operating budget. We cannot do this 
alone, and we really appreciate the hours 

that community members volunteer.
    We would like to thank Heidi Balboni 
for her years of service working on the 
Annual Book Sale that takes place in No-
vember, and the Celebrate Bowdoinham 
Book Sale. Her dedication brought both 
sales to a new level, and helped keep our 
library running.
    We hope to see you at the Annual Book 
Sale on November 8th, 9am-2pm. We are 
sorry that the library will be closed for 
regular business that day, but with hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of books available 
for $1 and under, we sincerely hope to 
see you that day. Wreath and poinsettia 
orders will also be taken at the book sale. 
Be sure to contact Kate at the Library if 
you would like to order but can’t make it 
in, the deadline for orders is November 
12th and pick-up will be at the Library on 
December 5th and 6th. 
    During this season of giving, we also 
would like you to know that the Bow-
doinham Public Library is a non-profit 
organization. Your donations to our orga-
nization are greatly appreciated, and quite 
frankly necessary, to provide the quality 
services community members enjoy and 
need. Please consider a gift to the Bowdo-
inham Public Library. 

News from the Library
By Jill Hooper & Kate Cutko

ADS TREE SERVICE 
GOING OUT ON A LIMB FOR MAINERS SINCE 1985

PRUNING - LIMBING - REMOVAL 
STUMP GRINDING - STORM DAMAGE

FULLY INSURED - AFFORDABLE RATES
 

WWW.MAINETREEGUY.COM
MAINETREEGUY@YAHOO.COM

207-838.8733 
SCOTT GALLANT

Thank you, Lynn!
The “Cruise In’s on the Cathance” are a chance for vintage car enthusiasts to gather, 
see some great vehicles, enjoy music and good food and perhaps to take a chance 
on some raffles.  Each year, Lynn Spiro, owner of the Town Landing, donates the 
money raised to a local non-profit!  This year $679 was raised and donated to the 
Bowdoinham Public Library. Asked why she chose the library, Lynn said “The 
library offers such great programs and experiences, not just for kids but for the 
whole community.”  The Town Landing also supports the library’s summer reading 
program by offering prizes to kids for logged reading time.  

F riends of Merrymeeting Bay invites 
         you to the 2014-2015 Winter 
         Speaker Series taking place through 
May on every second Wednesday of the 
month. Events are free and open to the 
public. Talks are at 7:00pm and are sup-
ported by Patagonia, Inc. in Freeport. We 
hope to see you!
  •  November 12th - Searching for His-
toric Apples of Maine with John Bunker 
at Bridge Academy in Dresden
  •  December 10th - The Value of Honey 
Bees to Maine Agriculture with Tony 
Jadczak, Maine State Apiarist at The Old 
Goat, 33 Main St., Richmond
 
Volunteer Opportunities

    Have some free time in the colder 
months? FOMB needs help with the fol-
lowing projects this month:
  •  Mailings & assembling pop-up maps
  •  Hands Around the Bay Program
  •  Snacks and refreshments
  •  Hanging posters in Bay-area towns
  •  Writing submissions for our newsletter
  •  Assisting with local events 
Please contact us at fomb@comcast.net 
for more information.

Become a member!

We’d love to have your support before 
2014 draws to a close. Members choose 
their own annual dues but we suggest 
starting at $25 for a household. Please
contact Dup Crosson at 666-1118 for 
more information or visit us on the web at 
www.fomb.org. 

News from FOMB
By Dup Crosson
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L ong Branch at 20 Main Street is 
        looking for Artists and Crafters for  
        the Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday, 
December 6th, 10am-3pm.  Space will be 
available upstairs for $16 and downstairs 
for $20.  If you need a table there is an 
additional $5 fee (first come first served).  
If you are interested, please call Nanette at 
319-6325.
    We are completing our first tiny house, 
which is going to Stepping Stone Hous-
ing in Damariscotta.   So how does this 
fit into our mission of being a school 
for self-reliance?   The answer is that as 
we continue to develop our tiny house-
building program, we will offer classes and 
training for tiny house building, which 
may include an apprenticeship program.   
We realize the benefit of combining a 
product-centered curriculum with our 
business to help us maintain operations 
and allow us to better serve our students.  
We would love to build a tiny house for 
your needs.   Please contact John at 751-
8760 for more information.
    Most of you have probably seen the 
cordwood masonry structure that is going 
up alongside the blacksmith shop.  The 
cordwood building technique is a very 
inexpensive way to build if you are willing 
to do some work.  It is environmentally 

friendly and the cordwood is a great insu-
lator, not to mention it looks cool.  In the 
spring, we hope to offer half-day work-
shops for cordwood masonry.
    Our next Holistic Happy Hour will 
be Friday, November 21st from 3:30-5:30 
pm.  Please join us for community and 
healing in: Acupuncture, Massage, Reiki, 
Nutritional Counseling and Oracle Card 
Readings at community sliding scale 
prices.  There will also be a FREE wellness 
talk.  The subject is yet to be determined, 
but watch for our newsletter and Face-
book announcements.  If you are inter-
ested in setting up appointments with any 
of our wellness practitioners, please go 
to http://longbranchschool.com/holistic-
wellness/. 
    The general store is a great loss and we 
are especially sad, as it was a great way 
to connect with the people in our com-
munity.  Unfortunately, we could no 
longer support its operation.  However, 
as a result of closing the general store, 
we are able to fully focus on classes and 
Tiny Home operations.   Going forward, 
with a product-centered curriculum, our 
operations will be primarily based in our 
workshop at 25 Main Street, so we have 
decided to sell 20 Main Street (the old 
bank building).    If you are interested 
in the 20 Main Street property, please 
contact Pete at 319-6324 or Nanette at 
319-6325. 

News From Long Branch
By Nanette Giacoma

A t the end of August, BCDI held its 
         first Membership Meeting. At that 
         time two of the original BCDI 
Board stepped down and two new Mem-
bers joined the Board.  A huge word of 
thanks to Tony Cox and George Christo-
pher, who have been involved with BCDI 
since the very beginning and will remain 
engaged with the organization as part 
of an informal group of advisors. David 
Engler and Dwight Sholes, who both have 
been supporters of BCDI over the past 
two years, have joined the Board. Wel-
come David and Dwight! 
    On the Loan/Investment front, Long 
Branch School completed the repayment 
of its loan at the end of September and 
the returns were distributed to investors.  
There are five loan possibilities in various 
levels of conversation, and three loans 
outstanding and in different stages of 
repayment.
    Now is the time to join BCDI for 
2015! The Tax Deductible annual Mem-
bership fee helps to support BCDI’s 
operational costs.  For more information, 
please visit the BCDI website at www.
bcdi.us/membership.    Currently in 2014 
BCDI has roughly 80 Members, and we 
would love to reach 100 in 2015!

News from BCDI
By David Whittlesey

Volunteers Needed

Do you have a special skill you would 
like to teach youngsters at the Bow-
doinham Community School for their 
electives program? Perhaps something 
in arts and crafts, sports, carpentry, 
yoga, whatever subject you would like 
to offer. We will have three sessions 
of electives this year. Each session 
will be four weeks in length and only 
requires about one hour of your time 
each week. 
    Please contact Susan Tuttle at 737-
8393 if you are interested.



Is the Barn open on Thanksgiving? 

NO, but we are open on Saturday, and 
that is when the curbside pick-up will 
happen as well.  The same thing will hap-
pen at Christmas and New Year’s this year, 
as they also fall on a Thursday (weather 
permitting, of course).
 
What do I do with my Holiday items?

Wrapping paper including foil paper,  is 
mixed paper.  Paper can be torn, and 
leaves a rough, almost feathery edge when 
you do so.  Paper can be crumpled in 
your hand and does not uncrumple much 
when you let it go.  Plastic wrap is not 
easy to tear, does not stay crumpled when 
released from your hand, and is not recy-
clable.  It goes in your tagged trash.
Real Trees can be brought to public works 
for chipping, or recycled into pea brush, 
bird shelter near the feeder, or a bonfire at 
home.  The needles or smallest branches 
can be made into balsam pillows for those 
who can’t get home for Christmas and the 
“cookie”, the end half inch of the trunk 
can be sawn off and made into a yearly 
ornament for the family tree, with the 
year and the names of the celebrants on 
it. Brush can be piled over tender plants 
to help protect them from ice and heaving 
in the spring time.  The trunks of several 
trees can become bean poles or tent poles, 
or sawn into camp fire length for the 
summer.  Artifical Trees may be brought 
to the Barn gift shop annex.  Wreaths may 
be brought to the Barn and placed in the 

small wood box.  Candles may be brought 
to the R Barn and placed in the gift 
shop, or the ends may be melted down 
and formed into new candles.  (Never 
melt wax directly over a flame, always 
heat a larger container of water in which 
your smaller can of wax is warmed, and 
remember to use hot mitts!) Bows and 
Ribbon may be placed in a plastic  bag and 
placed in the gift shop.
Ornaments and Garland may be placed in 
boxes or bags and placed in the gift shop. 
Cards and Gift Boxes are mixed paper. Too 
Much Food -  if it’s still packaged it can go 
to the Bowdoinham Food Pantry.  This 
includes candy. If you are unable to eat, 
give away, freeze, or feed the chickens and 
cats the leftovers, it’s into the compost 
at the R Barn (unless you have a critter-
proof compost area at home or a vegan 
Thanksgiving Dinner.)  We can handle 
food, including fats, bones and meats, but 
we can’t handle plastic!!  Please remove the 
plastic when placing the food in the food 
waste barrel.  It will never break down, 
and makes it extremely difficult (and re-
ally yucky) to handle.  
 
What Skis, Skates & Sleds?

Most of these items will go to the gift 
shop.  Trashed items in these categories 
will need staff to look at them.  Most 
plastic sleds are recyclable now, most 
skates have enough metal to go in a metal 
box, some skis and hockey sticks are still 
made of wood, plus many folks looking 
for skis, snowshoes and hockey sticks 
for decorating a camp, making a special 
picture frame, an artsy fence or shelf, or a 
snowmobile sled.  

W ith winter just around the corner, 
            it’s time to remember that things 
            are going to get a little more 
difficult for the curbside trash hauler 
on Thursday mornings, especially if it’s 
snowing, or has just snowed. Try to leave 
trash bags in a place where they are easily 
visible, and as near the edge of the road 
as possible. Make sure bags of both trash 
and recyclable materials are well tied so 
that they will not blow open. And please 
be careful not to overload your bags, the 
limit is 25 pounds.
    Another persistent problem in curbside 
pickup is bags that have been torn open, 
usually by ravens or dogs. The easiest way 
to solve this is to leave your trash bag in a 
closed container - a metal or plastic trash 
can with a lid is ideal. A rock or a couple 
of bricks will keep the container in place 
after the trash has been picked up.
We can all save money by taking advan-
tage of our recycling program. Except for 
families with lots of disposable diapers, 
the average family will only produce one 
bag of trash per week if all recyclable 
materials are either picked up curbside or 
delivered to the Recycling Barn. That’s a 
savings of around $30 per month if you 
have a dumpster!  And on top of that, 
most of the recyclable material that comes 
to the Barn can be sold, and the resulting 
income helps to keep down the cost of the 
Solid Waste program.
    Please contact the Recycling Barn at 
666-3228 with any questions.
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Recycling Barn News
By David Berry

Recycling Barn Q/A
By Cathy Reynolds

ANDREWS BRUCE CAMPBELL, P.A.
919 Ridge Road, Bowdoinham 04008
207-666-5601; ABC@207Legal.com

AGGRESSIVE LEGAL REPRESENTATION
Felony and Misdemeanor Defense

Divorce and Family Law
Real Estate Litigation

Agricultural Law

COLONIAL HARDWOODS
PATRICK MCDONOUGH

WOOD FLOORING CONTRACTOR
666-3069 OFFICE

831-5718 CELL

EXPERT INSTALLATIONS, SANDING, FINISHING
AND CUSTOM WORK

HEADQUARTED IN BOWDOINHAM OVER 20 YEARS



B randi Lohr left the position of 
          Recreation Director for the Town 
          in September after serving the com-
munity well for the past two years. Her 
hard work and dedication to the Town is 
greatly appreciated. While Brandi will no 
longer be employed by the Town, she will 
be helping out as a volunteer and watch-
ing her three children in their various 
sports activities. We wish Brandi the best 
in her new position. Thank you Brandi!
    Lisa West was hired in October as 
Recreation Director to replace Brandi. 
Lisa is a Bowdoinham resident and her 
background includes work as an exercise 
specialist, rehabilitation technician and 
fitness trainer. Her personality and back-
ground will serve the Town and the Recre-
ation Department well.  Welcome Lisa!
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T he Citizen of the Year award is to 
        recognize an individual that goes 
        above and beyond 
for the people of the com-
munity. Bowdoinham’s 
Citizen of the Year for 
2014 is no stranger to the 
community. She serves 
the citizens of Bowdoinham in many ways 
and never asks for, or seeks, recognition. 
Volunteering for many causes is a part 
of her life. When the award was to be 
presented at noon at Celebrate Bowdoin-
ham, she was volunteering at the Jellerson 
School for the Bowdoinham Historical 
Society.  In appreciation of her many years 
of dedication to the people of our com-
munity, the Select Board of Bowdoinham 
thanks and recognizes Leslie Anderson as 
the 2014 Citizen of the Year. Congratula-
tions Leslie, and thank you!

Citizen of the Year
By William Post

New Recreation Director
By William Post

T here’s lots happening as our fall pro-
        grams are winding down and we’re 
        gearing up for our winter programs.
Youth Programs
  •  3-5 Recreational Basketball forms were 
due October 31st games begin December 
6th and go until February 7th.  
  •  K-2 basketball forms will go out first 
week of January and are due back by the 
end of January.  This program begins after 
winter break.
  •  Baseball and Softball forms will go out 
in February.  These forms are due back by 
mid March.
Adult Programs
  •  Zumba at the Town Hall on Mondays 
and Wednesday 6:15-7:15pm.  Come feel 
your Latin side!
    Please call with your interest of adult 
activities.  More news to come soon so 
stay tuned!

Recreation News
By Brandi Lohr
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T he Spirit of America Foundation 
        Tribute is presented in the name of 
        Maine municipalities to local in-
dividuals, organizations and projects for 
commendable community service.
    The Bowdoinham Spirit of America 
Award was presented to Kathy Tome 
by the Select Board on October 14, 
2014. Kathy served on the Select Board 
from 2011 – 2013 and during that time 
hatched the idea of a food pantry to serve 
Bowdoinham. She then recruited a group 
of volunteers to get the project started 
and the Bowdoinham Food Pantry opened 
in the basement of the Second Baptist 
Church in donated space. Since then, as 
it grew, it moved to donated space near 
the Merrymeeting Arts Center and serves 
many Bowdoinham residents with a dedi-
cated group of volunteers. Many people 
provided assistance to Kathy while devel-
oping the Food Pantry, and many con-
tribute today, but she provided the spark 
to start the project and develop it into 
a thriving entity to serve those in need 
in the community.   Kathy also helped 
organize fundraisers for the Bowdoinham 
Heating Assistance Fund that helps those 
less fortunate stay warm during the cold 
winter months.

Spirit of America Tribute
By William Post

A  lthough the month of October 
          provided some nice weather, the 
          inevitable will happen and we will 
soon have freezing temperatures and snow. 
Last year was one of the busiest winter 
seasons in years for the Public Works 
Department with 94.5 inches of snow 
and 29 different winter related events that 
required the crew to treat roads. Unfortu-
nately, predictions for this winter expect 
much the same as last winter.  Here are a 
few winter tips for you to consider:

Who plows what roads?

    The Town is responsible for plowing, 
sanding and treating most streets and 
roads in Bowdoinham. The exceptions are 
Main Street (from Fisher Road to Bow-
doin) and Post Road. These two roads are 
NOT plowed, sanded or treated by the 
Town – in fact, Main Street from Fisher 
Road to the Bowdoin town line and the 
entire length of Post Road are plowed, 
sanded and treated by the Maine Depart-
ment of Transportation (MDOT). 

Snow in your Driveway

    The Town’s crew is not done clearing 
the roads of snow, slush and ice until well 
after storms have stopped. In order to get 

to clear pavement, the plow trucks scrape 
the roads after the storm. This results in 
snow and slush being pushed back into 
driveways after they have been cleared. 
One way to help eliminate this issue for 
your driveway is to clear an area on the 
right side of your driveway (the right side 
if you are entering your driveway). If this 
is done, the snow and slush being scraped 
off the road will be deposited in this area 
and not into your driveway entrance. See 
the illustration below:

 Courtesy Sand Pile 

    The Town maintains a courtesy sand 
pile for residents at the entrance to the 
Public Works Garage. Please keep to the 
two five-gallon bucket limit per visit. It 
is very important that we stay within this 
limit to assure there is sand for everyone. 
No pickup truck loads or commercial 
haulers. The taking of salt is strictly pro-
hibited. 

Winter Tips
By William Post

VILLAGE GUEST SUITE
www.villageguestsuite.net

Spacious, comfortable & affordable 
accommodations in a convenient location.

Private suite includes queen bed, full bath,
and living room with kitchenette, 

wi-fi and cable.

VILLAGESUITE@COMCAST.NET
207.841.7569

KATHY GALLANT
207.841.7569

RE/MAX Riverside
 1 Bowdoin Mill Island, Suite 101, 

Topsham, ME  04086 

OFFICE: 207.725.8505 Ext. 123

www.kathygallant.net
kgallant@remax.net

Scan the code 
for all the latest 
real estate news, 

homeownership tips 
& 

community 
information.



Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Thursday, November 27th at 12pm 

    Come join members of the community 
for a traditional Thanksgiving Dinner. 
Transportation or Meal Delivery is avail-
able.  To reserve your seat (or meal) or to 
donate food, please contact Ann Davis at 
751-4238 or annied59@comcast.net no 
later than Friday, November 21st. 

Thanksgiving Pie Sale

Tuesday, November 25th 8am-5pm

    Why spend hours in the kitchen when 
you can get homemade pies (and vari-
ous other deserts) for Thanksgiving and 
support the Fire Department at the same 
time?!?!  Only $8 per pie.
    Want to help - donate a pie!  Can’t 
make pies? Make any desert/bread of your 
choice.  Please drop off your pie (or other 
desert) between 5-8pm on Monday, 
November 24th at the Fire Station.

Holiday Giving Tree

    The giving season is upon us and the 
preparations for the Holiday Giving 
Tree have begun at the Town Office. The 
purpose of this tree is to help any resi-
dent, family, or elderly person who may 
be in need this time of year.  The Holiday 
Giving Tree will be located at The Town 
Landing Restaurant starting November 
21st.  
    If you would like to help bring some 
holiday cheer to our fellow residents all 
you need to go to the Town Landing 
Restaurant and choose a gift tag from the 
tree. The gift tag will have all the perti-
nent information that is needed. We ask 
that you bring the unwrapped gift (along 
with the gift tag) back to the Town Office 
or Library by December 19th.  
    If you know a family or someone who 
may need help this season, please call Pam 
at the Town Office at 666-5531, name(s) 
are kept strictly confidential.

Wreath & Poinsettia Sale

Cross it off your holiday to-do list and 
support the Bowdoinham Public Library 
at the same time!

Poinsettias, in two sizes
6.5” pot - $12
7” pot - $18

choose your color: red, white or pink

Handmade Wreaths
$15 with a red bow
$12 without a bow

Taking orders at the library until the Book 
Sale and at the Book Sale.  Poinsettias 
& Wreaths will be avaliable for pick-
up at the Library on Friday, December 
5th, 2-5pm and Saturday, December 6th, 
10am-3pm. 

Book Sale

Saturday, November 8th , 9am-2pm

At the Bowdoinham Public Library

Hardcover books: $1.00 
Paperbacks:  $0.50

For more information, please call the 
Library at 666-8405.

Heating Assistance Program

    Fall is here, winter is right around the 
corner and the heating assistance program 
is running low on funds.  This program is 
funded entirely from private and business 
donations as well as fundraising efforts, 
since it began in 2008.  Please consider 
making a donation, to help your neigh-
bors stay warm this winter.
    Donations can be dropped off or 
mailed to the Town Office at 13 School 
Street.  For more information, please con-
tact the Town Office at 666-5531.

Bowdoinham Food Pantry

    As the holidays approach, we have so 
much to be thankful for at the Bowdo-
inham Food Pantry!  At “Bowdoinham 
Days” we saw so many old friends and 
neighbors, and met some new ones as 
well! We raised over $ 225 during the day 

and collected several “in kind” donations 
to help fill our shelves.
    We are also thankful for our supporters 
and volunteers. We could not continue to 
serve 20 families every week without their 
efforts. Our local farmers and gardeners 
donated more than 500 pounds of fresh, 
nutritious vegetables this summer! 
We would like to give our special thanks 
to some unspoken heroes:
  -  Edna Seeley, our #1 volunteer!
  -  Dean Beckwith (and his hens) who has 
given us fresh eggs all year!
  -  Fred Haer, who gives us our wonderful 
space free of charge!
    Of course, with the holidays coming we 
are in even greater need of supplies and 
donations. Please help us if you can, or if 
you would like to volunteer.
    For more information, please call 751-
0080 or PO Box 246, B-ham, 04008

Polar Bear Dip

Join the Polar Bear Dip on December 6th, 
3pm at Mailly Waterfront Park.  You can 
take the dip just for the fun of it or to 
raise money for an organization, project 
or cause.  Don’t want to take the dip 
yourself, sponsor someone who is!  Pledge 
sheets are available on the Town’s website 
or at the Town Office.

Call to Artists & Crafters

    There are several opportunities for art-
ists and crafters to still join the Holiday 
Festival on Saturday, December 6th.

  • Holiday Craft Fair, 10am-2pm
     at Bowdoinham Community School
     Contact - Jessica Sullivan, 504-7103 or
     jessicamaysullivan@gmail.com

  • EMS Craft Fair, 9am-2pm
     at Bowdoinham Fire Station
     Contact - Annie Davis, 798-1830  or
     adavis0624@yahoo.com

  • Holiday Craft Fair, 10am-3pm
     at Long Branch
     Contact - Nanette Giacoma, 319-6325

  • Woodworkers Show, 10am-3pm
     at Merrymeeting Arts Center
     Contact - Nicole Briand, 666-5531
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Attention Business Owners

You can advertise in this newsletter!  

    The Bowdoinham News is published 
six times per year in January, March, May, 
July, September and November by the 
Bowdoinham Department of Community 
and Economic Development. It is mailed 
directly to the all households in Bowdo-
inham (approximately 1,400) and placed 
on our website.  Advertising is restricted 
to businesses located in Bowdoinham or 
businesses located outside of Bowdoinham 
that are owned by a resident of Bow-
doinham.   The ad rates for 2015 are as 
follows:

2.25” wide by 3” high is $30  
4.5” wide by 1.5” high is $30 
4.5” wide by 3” high is $50 
4.5” wide by 4.5” high is $75  
7” wide by 3” high is $75 
7” wide by 4.5” high is $125  

The ad rate is based on $20 per two 
column inches (columns are 2.25 inches 
wide), with an additional discount given 
for larger ads.  
    For more information, please contact 
Nicole Briand, Director of Planning & 
Development at 666-5531 or nbriand@
bowdoinham.com or go to the Town’s 
website, www.bowdoinham.com/bowdo-
inham-news-advertising. 

2014 Dog Licenses

    The 2014 dog licenses are now available 
at the Town Office.  Fees are $6.00 for 
a neutered/spayed dog and $11.00 for a 
“fully equipped” dog. Please license your 
dog(s) annually on or before January 1st. 
To avoid the late fee, come into the Town 
Office before February 1st.  Please remem-
ber to bring in proof of rabies.

Bowdoinham Snow Plowing List 

    The following residents offer both 
plowing and sanding services (unless 
noted) and are accepting new accounts 
Robert (Bob) King                   522-8025
Jim McPherson                         666-3049
James Caron                            504-7815

Shawn Lamoreau                     666-8077
Mark Favreau          666-5692 / 798-9702
Matthew Shaw                         841-1685

If you would like your name Added or 
Deleted to this list please contact the 
Town Office at
666-5531

Heating with Woodstoves

    As we all try to figure out how to heat 
our homes more efficiently, a common 
question being asked is in relation to solid 
fuel burning stoves. The State Fire Mar-
shall’s office has prepared a guide in accor-
dance with the National Fire Protection 
Associate’s standards that outlines how 
solid fuel burning stoves shall be installed.  
The guide is available at the office and 
online at: www.maine.gov/dps/fmo/docu-
ments/standardsfor_solidfuel_stoves.pdf

Elections

    The State Referendum Election and 
the Municipal Election will be held on 
Tuesday, November 4, 2014, 8am-8pm at 
the Bowdoinham Town Hall.
    If you have any questions you can call 
Pam at the Town Office (666-5531).

Municipal Election Ballot
Select Board Member, Assessor & Over-
seer of the Poor, 3 year term (Vote for 2)

-Beckwith, Dean O.
-Lewis, Peter A.
-Turgeon, M. Theresa
-Write-in Candidate

State Referendum Election Ballot
1: Citizen Initiative -Do you want to 
ban the use of bait, dogs or traps in bear 
hunting except to protect property, public 
safety, or for research? 

2: Bond Issue - Do you favor an 
$8,000,000 bond issue to support Maine 
agriculture, facilitate economic growth 
in natural resources-based industries and 
monitor human health threats related to 
ticks, mosquitoes and bedbugs through 
the creation of an animal and plant 
disease and insect control laboratory 
administered by the University of Maine 
Cooperative Extension Service? 

3: Bond Issue - Do you favor a bond issue 
to provide $4,000,000 in funds to insure 
portions of loans to small businesses to 
spur investment and innovation and to 
provide $8,000,000 in funds to make 
flexible loans to small businesses to create 
jobs, revitalize downtowns and strengthen 
the rural economy?

4: Bond Issue - Do you favor a 
$10,000,000 bond issue, to be awarded 
through a competitive process and to be 
matched by $11,000,000 in private and 
other funds, to build a research center and 
to discover genetic solutions for cancer 
and the diseases of aging, to promote job 
growth and private sector investment in 
this State, to attract and retain young 
professionals and make the State a global 
leader in genomic medicine?

5: Bond Issue - Do you favor a 
$3,000,000 bond issue, to be awarded 
through a competitive process and to be 
matched by $5,700,000 in private and 
public funds, to modernize and expand 
infrastructure in a biological laboratory 
specializing in tissue repair and regenera-
tion located in the State in order to in-
crease biotechnology workforce training, 
retain and recruit to the State multiple 
biomedical research and development 
groups and create a drug discovery and 
development facility that will improve hu-
man health and stimulate biotechnology 
job growth and economic activity?

6:   Bond Issue - Do you favor a 
$10,000,000 bond issue to ensure clean 
water and safe communities across Maine; 
to protect drinking water sources; to 
restore wetlands; to create jobs and vital 
public infrastructure; and to strengthen 
the State’s long-term economic base and 
competitive advantage?

7: Bond Issue - Do you favor a 
$7,000,000 bond issue to facilitate the 
growth of marine businesses and com-
mercial enterprises that create jobs and 
improve the sustainability of the State’s 
marine economy and related indus-
tries through capital investments, to be 
matched by at least $7,000,000 in private 
and other funds?” 



Community Calendar
November
4th
Elections, 8am-8pm
Town Hall

8th 
Book Sale, 9am-2pm
Bowdoinham Public Library

9th 
Veterans Concert, 2-5pm
Town Hall

11th
Town Office Closed 
in observance of Veterans Day
Regular Select Board Meeting moved to 10th.

16th
Place at the Table Film Screening, 1pm
Town Hall

21st
Holistic Happy Hours, 3:30-5:30pm
Long Branch

25th 
Pie Sale, 8am-5pm
Bowdoinham Fire Station

27th 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner, 12pm
Bowdoinham Fire Station

27th & 28th 
Town Office Closed 

December
5th & 6th
Holiday Festival

7th
Santa is Coming to Town, 4pm
at Bowdoinham Fire Station

24th & 25th
Town Office Closed

For a complete listing of events, please visit the Town’s Calendar at www.bowdoinham.com/calendar.

Town Board & 
Committee Meetings
All meetings are open to the public and 
held in 2nd Floor Meeting Room at John 
C. Coombs Municipal Building, 
13 School Street.

Select Board Meetings
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of Month at 5:30pm

Planning Board 
4th Thursday of Month at 7:00pm

Biking, Walking, Paddling*
To Be Announced

Committee on Aging
1st & 3rd Fridays of Month at 3:00pm

Community Development Advisory 
Committee*
2rd Tuesday of Month at 6:30pm

*Committee is accepting new members.


