MINUTES

Town of Bowdoinham
Select Board & Board of Assessors Meeting
January 25, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
1.
Call the Meeting to Order & Establish a Quorum

The meeting was called to order and quorum established by Chair Peter Lewis at 5:30 p.m. Select Board members Peter Lewis, M. Theresa Turgeon, Jeremy Cluchey, and Thomas Walling were present.  Board member David Engler was absent. Staff present included Town Manager William Post. Also present were Representative Seth Berry, Nina Mendall and Brown Tail Moth Task Force members Ellen Baum, Susan Drucker and Peggy Christiansen.  (Please note that the meeting was rescheduled from January 24th because of inclement weather.) 
2.
Amendments to the Agenda – None 
3.
Approve Consent Calendar
A.
Meeting Minutes of January 10, 2017
On motion of Walling/Cluchey, the Board voted 3 – 0 – 1 (Turgeon abstained) to approve the meeting minutes of January 10, 2017 as presented.

B.
Warrants and Financial Reports:

1.
Treasurer’s Warrant #45 for $96,369.93
2.
December Financial Report


C.
Reports & Communications


1.
Town Clerk’s December Activity Report

On motion of Turgeon/Walling, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve the remainder of the Consent Calendar as presented.

4.
Action Items


A.
Act on RSU 75 Warrant for Referendum on March 7, 2017

The Manager stated that the school board approved a referendum on the high school construction project for March 7, 2017. The Board countersigns the warrant for the election. 

On motion of Turgeon/Cluchey, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve the RSU 75 Warrant for March 7, 2017 as presented.
B. Act on Construction Overload Permit for MDOT Project
The Manager stated that the MDOT asks for construction overload permits when they are placing construction projects out to bid. This permit would allow overweight construction vehicles to travel on town roads. It is unknown at this time what roads may be used, but he will know before the project begins. This project is the repaving of I-295 from Topsham to Gardiner, north and south. He does not believe that any of Bowdoinham’s roads will be used for travel. 

On motion of Cluchey/Turgeon, the Board voted 4 – 0to approve the Construction Overload Permit Agreement for MDOT as requested.
C. Act on Appointment of an Alternate to the Finance Advisory Committee
The Manager stated that he received applications from two residents that are interested in serving as the alternate on the Finance Advisory Committee: Marty Szydlowski and Nina Mendall. He stated that Mr. Szydlowski sent his resume as well because he could not attend the meeting that was moved to Wednesday. Ms. Mendall is in the audience if the Board has any questions. The term for this appointment will end June 30, 2021. 


The Manager stated that both candidates are excellent.

Board member Cluchey asked if the process of appointing to this committee has included asking the members their thoughts on qualifications. The Manager replied that has not been a part of the process, but the current members include Tom Deforeest, Jeff Lauder, Dylan Bousquet-Smith, Gene McKenna and George Christopher. The by-laws require someone with knowledge of finances and investments.

Cluchey asked Nina Mendall why she applied to serve.  She stated that she has a lot of experience with non-profit budgets and she has extensive experience with investments. She is at the point of retiring and wanted to serve the Town is some capacity.


On motion of Cluchey/Turgeon, the Board voted 4 – 0 to appoint Nina Mendall to the Finance Advisory Committee as an alternate for a term ending June 30, 2021.
5.
Discussion Items


A.
Discussion with Brown Tail Moth Task Force

Ellen Baum referred to the memo that was provided to the Select Board from the Task Force. She stated that the state entomologist is expecting a worse year this year than last in regards to the brown tail moth. The only thing that will stop from having a bad year will be a wet spring that would develop fungi that kill the moths. This will mean there will be the second year of having trees hit hard and people affected badly. 


These moths are not new. They have been around for well over 100 years, and there was a major infestation about 100 years ago. There is no easy way to get rid of the pests. The Task Force has spent the last two months looking at ways to deal with the moths. The memo (see attached) explains the different methods to help mitigate the effects of the moths. There is no way to completely eliminate the moths.


Baum then provided details on aerial spraying, ground-based spraying, tree injections, manual removal, which is pruning, whole tree removal, and providing information to residents about the moths and how to mitigate effects. The Task Force is promoting pruning as the best method to remove nests.

Susan Drucker stated that she would like to see some sort of notification system in which residents that had infected trees could be notified by a postcard and provided with information on how to deal with the moths and its effects on health. The Manager stated that he would like to pursue that idea with the Task Force.


B.
Discussion with Rep. Seth Berry


Representative Berry stated that he wanted to check in with the Board to see if there is anything that he can do from the legislature to help the Town. He stated that he is the House Chair of the Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology. The committee deals with telecom, energy issues - mostly electricity, water utilities, E911 public safety answering points and broadband issues, including the ConnectME authority. 

Rep. Berry stated that the Town and Board is fortunate to have the Town Manager serve in one of the two seats in this senate district on the Maine Municipal Association’s Legislative Policy Committee. 


Rep. Berry discussed two bills that provide funding for broadband internet that he will be watching. One of the bills that the Board is interested in is increased funding for the ConnectME authority that would provide more funding for grants to towns to expand broadband in conjunction with cable and/or internet companies.


The Manager stated that the Community Development Advisory Committee has been assigned the task of increasing broadband internet in town, so Rep. Berry should make contact with Nicole Briand who staffs that committee for the Town.


Board member Turgeon stated that she personally always has thought that the Town should be an internet service provider so that the service would be affordable to residents.


Rep. Berry and the Board also discussed some bills that affect solar incentives.


The Board thanked Rep. Berry for his information and attendance.
6.
Town Manager’s Report

The Manager stated that the delivery of the new Public Works truck is expected by the end of January. He also stated that the LL Bean Outdoor Discovery School will be using the Mailly Waterfront Park for 10 dates this year for canoe classes. This was a result of them being at Celebrate Bowdoinham last year. This will bring up to 30 people to town per class and possibly more business for the businesses in town.
7. 
Select Board Member’s Request for Agenda Items for Next Meeting – None 
8.
Announce Future Select Board Meetings
A.
February 14th – Regular Meeting
B.
February 16th – Joint Meeting with Planning Board, re: Recreational Marijuana 6:00 p.m.
C.
February 28th – Regular Meeting

9.
Comments from Select Board Members

Board member Cluchey stated that he will provide a draft of some discussion points to address for the Joint Meeting with the Planning Board in an attempt to help guide the conversation.

Cluchey stated that the Lunch Bunch at the Community School is a great opportunity for people to read to the children in school for a short period of time while they eat lunch and he encourages everyone to take part if they have the time. 

Board member Walling asked if the Town is still on track with the Skate Park Project. The Manager answered that he is working with Planning and Development Director Briand to make some adjustments to a draft contract. 
10.
Comments from the Public – None 
11.
Adjourn


The meeting adjourned by acclamation at 7:14 p.m.
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