MINUTES

Town of Bowdoinham
Select Board & Board of Assessors Meeting
March 13, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
1.
Call the Meeting to Order & Establish a Quorum

The meeting was called to order and quorum established by Chair Peter Lewis at 5:30 p.m. Select Board members Peter Lewis, M. Theresa Turgeon, Jeremy Cluchey, and Thomas Walling were present.  Board member David Engler was absent. Staff present included Town Manager William Post. Also present was David Asmussen. 
2.
Amendments to the Agenda – None 
3.
Approve Consent Calendar
A.
Meeting Minutes of February 28, 2017
B.
Warrants and Financial Reports:

1.
Treasurer’s Warrant #54 for $298,471.16

C.
Reports & Communications


1.
Sheriff’s Department February Incident Report



2.
Town Clerk and Registrar of Voters’ January Activity Report


D.
Quit Claim Deed(s) for Taxes Paid



1.
Sean Halsey

On motion of Turgeon/Cluchey, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.

4.
Action Items

A.
Act on Acceptance of Donation of Equipment from State Bureau of Elections

The Manager stated that when the Help America Vote Act was enacted many years ago, which resulted in a central voter registration system, the state provided municipalities with a computer, printer, label printer, scanner and other associated equipment. The equipment is owned by the state. The thought was that the state would repair and replace the equipment as it aged. That has not happened and now the equipment that the Town still has is being donated to the Town because it is considered obsolete by the state. The board accepts donations. 

On motion of Turgeon/Cluchey, the Board voted 4 – 0 to accept the donation of equipment from the State Bureau of Elections.
B. Act on Use of Contingency Funds for Treatment of Brown Tail Moths on Town-owned Property
The Manager reported that he received a reduced estimate for ground spraying at the Recreation Fields for $1,750. The pruning option is $3,800. There are no issues in spraying on town-owned property from the school’s perspective other than that they want to know when so they can notify parents if they feel it necessary, and/or keep the kids inside when the spraying is done. The pruning will be less effective than spraying. He stated that the abutting property owners would need to be contacted prior to any spraying, which would occur in early May. 
Board member Cluchey asked if there were options for the type of pesticide to be used. The Manager replied that there are options and he suggests that the Town use the least hazardous pesticide that is the most effective. 
On motion of Turgeon/Cluchey, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve spraying for Brown Tail Moths at the Recreation Fields for a cost of $1,750 with funding from the Contingency Account.

C.
Act on Sagadahoc County Hazard Mitigation Plan – 2016 Update
The Manager reported that Sagadahoc County has finally completed the update to the Hazard Mitigation Plan. It must be approved by each Select Board or City Council in the county along with the County Commissioners. Bowdoinham’s information in the plan was created and reviewed by Deputy Emergency Management Director Dave Lewis and the Manager in conjunction with Public Works Foreman Chadd Mayo. He recommended the Board approve the updated plan. Without approval, the Town is not eligible for grants or reimbursement of expenses for major events such as severe winter storms or other natural disasters.

On motion of Walling/Cluchey, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve the Sagadahoc County Hazard Mitigation Plan – 2016 Update as submitted.

5.
Discussion Items


A.
Discuss Potential Town Licensing for Retail Recreational Marijuana Establishments

The Manager stated that the legislation refers to permitting and licensing and these terms are interchanged in several areas, even though they are completely separate. Permitting is handled through the land use process and licensing is done by the Select Board and would be an annual license. The advantage of requiring of a license is that the Select Board would hold a hearing and could have the chance to review any complaints over the previous year with the applicant. The Board could then decide to renew the license or not.


Chair Lewis stated that he believes that recreational retail marijuana should follow similar laws that liquor license follows. He stated that the first step for the Town would be to consider whether or not licensing should be required or not.


Board member Walling stated that he likes the idea of licensing because it gives the Board a chance to review what has happened the previous year and a way to address those concerns on an annual basis.


The Manager stated that the Land Use Ordinance would simply have a sentence that said that an annual license would be required. After the state creates the regulations, then the Board could decide what retail establishments would have licenses and what the license would be.


Board member Turgeon stated that she is in favor of licensing, but asked if the Town has enough staff to handle the licensing. The Manager stated that probably the Town has enough staff, but it is unknown as to what the state will implement for regulations. Also, it is not likely that the town will see a huge number of retail establishments.


By consensus, the Board approved pursuing licensing for retail recreational marijuana licenses.


B.
Review Draft Code Enforcement Policy


The Manager reviewed the draft policy with the Board, focusing on “Section 3 Enforcement Procedures”. 


Board member Cluchey stated that the policy is written that enforcement procedures are only put in place after a complaint. He recommended that it include language about enforcement after observing a complaint as well. The Manager agreed.


 The Board discussed the possibility of adding time frames for completing enforcement procedures. 
6.
Town Manager’s Report

The Manager stated he and the Deputy Treasurer met with the auditors and reviewed the draft financial statements and how they wish to see the Town’s financials versus how they have been presented. He expects to see another draft in a couple of weeks.

The Manager reminded the Board to submit nominations for the Spirit of America award and the town report dedication.

The ITNAmerica pilot began the previous week and Diana Mosher, Patricia Oh and he are on the steering committee, along with assistance of Joanne Smith.

The Finance Advisory Committee began reviewing the budget proposal last week and continue meeting on Wednesdays.

The Manager and Planner have been in contact with the previous contractor for the skate park project as well as the new contractor and there should be no problem moving forward. 
7. 
Select Board Member’s Request for Agenda Items for Next Meeting – None 
8.
Announce Future Select Board Meetings
A.
March 28th – Regular Meeting
B.
April 11th – Regular Meeting
9.
Comments from Select Board Members – None 
10.
Comments from the Public

David Asmussen stated that the Farmers’ Market is ready to begin June 10th through the end of September at the Mailly Waterfront Park and thanked the Town for their support.


Mr. Asmussen also voiced his opposition to marijuana social clubs. He believes that any new establishment would have a detrimental effect on the community. He also stated that marijuana is still federally illegal.


Board member Cluchey asked if Mr. Asmussen has concerns about the other retail marijuana establishments because they are illegal under federal law. Mr. Asmussen stated that he has the same concerns. However, he and others that he has talked with, believes that the marijuana social clubs are more detrimental to the community.

11. 
Adjourn


The meeting adjourned by acclamation at 6:24 p.m.
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