MINUTES

Town of Bowdoinham
Select Board & Board of Assessors Meeting
September 26, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
1.
Call the Meeting to Order & Establish a Quorum

The meeting was called to order and quorum established by Chair Peter Lewis at 5:30 p.m. Select Board members Peter Lewis, Jeremy Cluchey, David Engler and Thomas Walling were present. Board member M. Theresa Turgeon was absent. Staff present included Town Manager William Post.
2.
Public Hearing


A.

To receive public comments on the General Assistance Ordinance Appendices A – D concerning updated overall amounts, food, housing and utilities maximum allowed amounts


Chair Lewis opened the public hearing at 5:30 p.m. 


The Manager stated that these ordinance amendments include updated amounts of general assistance that are allowed by each category as well as the overall amounts of assistance that can be granted to eligible applicants. These numbers are developed by the Department of Health and Human Services in conjunction with the Maine Municipal Association.


There were no public comments.


Chair Lewis closed the public hearing at 5:32 p.m.

3.
Amendments to the Agenda – The Manager stated that the date in 6.A should be changed to October 10th, from October 24th.
4.
Approve Consent Calendar
A.
Meeting Minutes of September 12, 2017
B.
Warrants and Financial Reports:

1.
Treasurer’s Warrant #19 for $134,957.56

C.
Reports & Communications


1.
Town Clerk and Registrar of Voters’ August Activity Report


D.
Quit Claim Deeds



1.
The Estate of Michel C. Delyra

On motion of Engler/Cluchey, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve the remainder of the Consent Calendar as presented.

5.
Action Items

A.
Act on General Assistance Ordinance Appendices A-D


On motion of Cluchey/Engler, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve the general Assistance Ordinance Appendices A – D as presented.


B.
Act on Annual Town Meeting Warrant (for municipal officers’ election on November 7, 2017)

The Manager stated that the town meeting that elects the municipal officers is the “annual town meeting”. As with any town meeting, the Board must approve and sign a town meeting warrant. This warrant consists of two articles including electing a moderator and electing two select board members for positions currently held by Tony Lewis and Theresa Turgeon. Three people have submitted paperwork to be on the ballot including Tony Lewis, Graham Buck and Judy Gray.


On motion of Cluchey/Walling, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve the Town Meeting Warrant as presented.


C.
Act on Act on Votes Necessary for General Obligation Bond

The Manager stated that the Board approved bonding for the road reconstruction projects at the last meeting. The Board now must vote to approve the bond and authorize the chair and the treasurer to execute the documents.


On motion of Walling/Engler, the Board voted 4 – 0 as follows:

(1) That under and pursuant to Title 30-A, Section 5772 of the Maine Revised Statutes, as amended and supplemented, there be and hereby is authorized the issuance and sale of up to $165,000 principal amount of 2017 General Obligation Bond R-1 (the “R-1 Bond”) of the Town of Bowdoinham, Maine (the “Town”) to fund the costs of the paving, reconstruction and maintenance of Town roads as approved by the voters at the June 14, 2017 Town Meeting; and
(2) The R-1 Bond shall be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the Chair of the Board of Selectmen, shall bear interest at the rate of 2.76% per annum for seven (7) years, shall be payable at Camden National Bank in Auburn, Maine, and otherwise be in such form and bear such details as the signers may determine; and

(3) That the Bonds are hereby sold and awarded to Camden National Bank pursuant to the terms of its offer to purchase dated September 5, 2017; and

(4) That the Bonds to be issued to Camden National Bank are hereby designated a “qualified tax-exempt obligation” under the provisions of Section 265(b)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.

(5) That all things heretofore done and all action heretofore taken by the Town, its officers and agents in the authorization of said bonds is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed and the Treasurer and Chair of the Board of Selectmen are each hereby authorized to take any and all action necessary or convenient to carry out the provisions of this voting, including delivering said Bonds against payment therefor and executing a Declaration of Official Intent.


D.
Act on Abatement #1 for James & Barbara O’Hara in the amount of $85.94 


The Manager stated that property tax abatements#1 through # 5 are all administrative errors in some manner as outlined in the memo from the assistant to the assessors’ agent. Two of the abatements were committed to the wrong name and there are two supplemental tax assessments to replace those two abatements.

On motion of Cluchey/Walling, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve abatement #1 for James and Barbara O’Hara in the amount of $85.94.


E.
Act on Abatement #2 for Robert & Emy Kanewske in the amount of $460.01


On motion of Cluchey/Walling, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve abatement #2 for Robert and Emy Kanewske in the amount of $460.01.

F.
Act on Abatement #3 for Mark Edmondson in the amount of $1,521.56


On motion of Cluchey/Walling, the board voted 4 – 0 to approve abatement #3 for Mark Edmondson in the amount of $1,521.56.

G.
Act on Abatement #4 for Linda Jariz in the amount of $181.98


On motion of Cluchey/Walling, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve abatement #4 for Linda Jariz in the amount of $181.98.

H.
Act on Abatement #5 for Daniel & Cathy McKenna in the amount of $220.74 


On motion of $Cluchey/Walling, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve abatement #5 for Daniel and Cathy McKenna in the amount of $220.74.

I.
Act on Supplemental #2 for Carleen Roy in the amount of $1,521.56


On motion of Cluchey/Walling, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve supplemental #2 for Carleen Roy in the amount of $1,521.56.

J.
Act on Supplemental #3 for Timothy Dubuc in the amount of $220.74 


On motion of Cluchey/Walling, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve supplemental #3 for Timothy Dubuc in the amount of $220.74.

K.
Act on Water Extension Feasibility Study Proposal

The manager stated that he attended the Water District Trustees meeting on September 19th along with Board members David Engler and Jeremy Cluchey. At the meeting the trustees explained their reasoning behind offering to pay 40% of the cost of the water extension feasibility study. Essentially the district is set up under PUC rules that do not allow the district to pay for studies or construction of extending water lines. However, after debating it, the trustees offered to pay 40% of the feasibility study as the water main extension, if it happened, would help the district with redundancy. 
Board member Cluchey stated that the feeling amongst the trustees is that the 40% was a compromise as they didn’t feel they have the authority to spend any on infrastructure.
Board member Engler agreed and supported the study being done with the Town paying for 60% of the cost.

On motion of Cluchey/Engler, the Board voted 4 – 0 to approve funding 60% of the cost of the Water Extension Feasibility study for Pond Road at a cost of $1,020 with funds from the Contingency Account.
6.
Discussion Items

A.
Possible Date Change for the October 10th Meeting


The Manager stated that he would like the Board to consider changing the date of the October 10th meeting, as he would like to attend a soccer game for his son, who is a senior. Chair Lewis stated that he also could not be at the October 10th meeting because of a work commitment.


By consensus, the Board agreed to hold the next meeting on October 11th at 5:30 p.m.
7.
Town Manager’s Report

The Manager stated that the dynamic radar speed sign is operational and had been placed on River Road, near the intersection of Ridge Road for a week. It then was placed on Pork Point Road.
The Manager reported that he met with representatives of Rides in Neighbors Cars to determine if they would be interested in the Town seeking to participate with ITNAmerica for a pilot project to launch the service. The ITNCountry pilot that the Town recently finished, developed software to be used by residents that would request rides over the website and connect them with drivers over the website. The representatives felt that the residents in Bowdoinham that need rides don’t may not have access to internet or a computer in order to be able to use the ITNCountry website, so it was decided to not pursue the program any further.

The Manager reported that the AARP Community Challenge grant has been a success so far, with all of the elevated garden beds delivered and filled with soil. The first meeting to determine interest in creating a garden club was successful and saw about 15 people from Bowdoin, Bowdoinham and Richmond attend and the next meeting is October 17th at 12:30 in Bowdoinham. 

8. Select Board Member’s Request for Agenda Items for Next Meeting – None 
9.
Announce Future Select Board Meetings
A.
October 11th – Regular Meeting 

B.
October 24th – Regular Meeting

10.
Comments from Select Board Members

Chair Lewis asked when there would be an update on the broadband project. The Manager replied that there should be an update at the next meeting.  

Board member Cluchey mentioned the BCDI community conversation meeting that had just under 100 residents in attendance to discuss what they would like to see happen in the village area.

11.
Comments from the Public – None 
12.
Executive Session


A.
Convene in Executive Session Pursuant to 1 M.R.S. 405 (6) (E) to Discuss a Legal Matter 


On motion of Cluchey/Engler, the Board voted 4 – 0 to convene in executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S. 405 (6) (E) to discuss a legal matter at 6:08 p.m.


On motion of Cluchey/Engler, the Board voted 4 – 0 to reconvene in regular session at 6:26 p.m.

On motion of Engler/Cluchey, the Board voted 4 – 0 to pursue a quiet title action to acquire the Ella S. Higgins property for a sum not to exceed $3,000.

13. 
Adjourn


The meeting adjourned by acclamation at 6:26 p.m.
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