MINUTES

TOWN OF BOWDOINHAM
PLANNING BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 25, 2018 – 6:30 P.M.
____________________________

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Nate Drummond




Tracy Krueger
Justin Schlawin




MEMBERS ABSENT:
Anne Avilés, William Shippen
STAFF PRESENT:
Nicole Briand, Director of Planning and Development
A regular meeting of the Bowdoinham, Maine Planning Board was held at the John C. Coombs Municipal Building, 13 School Street, Bowdoinham, Maine in the Graduate Room on Thursday, January 25, 2018.  
1.
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Drummond called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Usually the meeting begins at 7:00 p.m., but this meeting was scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. in order to give the Board time for a discussion prior to opening the scheduled Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.  
2.
DETERMINE QUORUM AND VOTING MEMBERS

It was determined that a quorum was present. 
3.
CONSIDERATION OF THE MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 30, 2017 


Motion was made by Mr. Schlawin, seconded by Ms. Krueger, and it was unanimously


VOTED

To approve the minutes of the November 30, 2017 meeting as amended.  


(Amendment: Page 2, 3rd paragraph down, last sentence to read:  “With cultivation, a Land Use Permit is required and also a Land Use License for first time permits and annual operating licenses.)
BOARD DISCUSSION
The Board discussed recreational marijuana establishments and social clubs and the options available to the Town in their regulation.  As discussed in prior meetings, on January 27, 2017 the legislature approved a moratorium on implementing parts of the law regarding retail sales and taxation until at least February 2018 to give them time to resolve issues and promulgate rules. It appears that the State moratorium will be extended with a 5-year moratorium on Social Clubs.  On January 30, 2017 a portion of the law allowed persons over 21 years of age to grow up to six mature plants and to possess 2.5 ounces of marijuana in Maine.  
A copy of Ordinance #8-17/18 from the City of South Portland was included in the Board package for the Board members to review and perhaps come up with suggestions for Bowdoinham’s ordinance on the subject.  Several definitions were discussed including adult use, controlled environment, agriculture, cultivation facilities, marijuana establishments, manufacturing facilities, marijuana social clubs – permitted or not, marijuana stores and testing facilities.  The Board talked about permitted uses, what some exceptions might include, concerns such as odor, performance standards for medical and adult use, distance of facilities from churches, schools, hours of operation, security requirements and surveillance, and what the citizens of Bowdoinham expect for their town.  If citizens are not interested in social clubs or others uses in Town, then the ordinance can be amended to show the uses not allowed.  
Following the discussion the Board was in agreement to discuss the above issues further at the February meeting and schedule another Public Hearing in February.  This information will be included in the Newsletter, Facebook site and the Town’s website.   
4.
PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS RECREATIONAL MARIJUANNA ESTABLISHMENTS AND SOCIAL CLUBS


At 7:00 p.m. the Board closed its discussion and prepared to open the Public Hearing.  However, it was noted that there were no members of the public in attendance.  Only one person was in attendance, Reeve Wood, who said he was not present to participate in the Public Hearing, but was present only to observe a meeting of the Board as he is a candidate to serve as a member of the Board in the future.  Therefore, the Public Hearing was not held.   
5.
OTHER BUSINESS

ANNUAL ORDINANCE REVIEW – No action taken.
6.
ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
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