TOWN OF BOWDOINHAM
PLANNING BOARD MINUTES

JOHN C. COOMBS MUNICIPAL BUILDING
DECEMBER 27, 2018 – 7:00 P.M.
________________________________________

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tracy Krueger

Justin Schlawin 

Reeve Wood




MEMBERS ABSENT:
Nate Drummond, Anne Avilés, William Shippen
STAFF PRESENT:
Nicole Briand, Director of Planning and Development
A regular meeting of the Bowdoinham, Maine Planning Board was held at the John C. Coombs Municipal Building, 13 School Street, Bowdoinham, Maine in the Kendall Room on Thursday, December 27, 2018.  
1.
CALL TO ORDER 
In the absence of Chairman Drummond, Tracy Krueger called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
2.
DETERMINE QUORUM AND VOTING MEMBERS

It was determined that a quorum was present. 
3.
DISCUSSION OF MEDICAL AND RETAIL MARIJUANA OPERATIONS

Scott Ouellette, Alternative Arts Consulting, said he is looking to do medical marijuana and hemp processing with no retail business involved.

Planner Briand noted two issues.  One is timing.  She said with the State changes, medical marijuana cannot happen in Bowdoinham until we either expressly allow it or adopt an ordinance change to allow it.  Ms. Briand said right now we are planning on addressing same at the annual town meeting in June.  However, we could talk to the Select Board to ask for a special town meeting before June. The other issue is where the business is located; just over 500 feet from a church.  As the rules are currently written for retail marijuana and/or medical marijuana establishments, businesses cannot be located within a 1000 foot buffer from a school or a church.  


Mr. Ouellette said his business would be located approximately 550 feet from a church.  The Board discussed setting different requirements for the different marijuana uses, whether it be retail or medical.  Ms. Krueger said the Board is open to hearing different suggestions from people in the Town and was hoping to receive input from a special public hearing held on the subject, but no one came to the hearing, so no comments were 
received.  Mr. Ouellette said the only requirement he would ask is that the distance from a church be changed to 500 feet instead of 1000 feet.  

The Board said there was no urgency to move this along before because nobody had come forward with an application.  The Board said the whole Town would have to vote on this and discussed going before the Selectmen to request a special town meeting.  


Fred Haer spoke saying he owned the building at 9 Main Street.  He said he thought the processing of extracting oils from hemp (CBD) for a medical pain reliever was allowed.  He said his understanding of that process comes under a Tier 1.  The application is to have such a facility and there would be no walk-in traffic.  He said he would like to get permission to rent the space out as soon as possible.  The Planner responded that the processing of hemp is not an issue, but only when you get into the processing of marijuana and whether it be medical or retail marijuana.  Mr. Haer then asked if he could move forward with renting the building.  Planner Briand responded that he could and that it was just a regular application and has nothing to do with the Planning Board.  

During further discussion it was agreed that the Planning Board needed to draw up new language for an ordinance change and then propose a special town meeting to the Board of Selectmen.  Another public hearing would be held first.  The process will take a couple of months, but still would be sooner than the June town meeting. 


Chas Gill spoke, saying he was curious why the setback from a school or church was set at 1,000 feet as that didn’t seem necessary.  Response was the Board took the wording from an ordinance from another town.  He said he owned a small medical device company and hasn’t paid much attention to the issue.  He spoke in favor of hemp processing for medical use and said it would be good for the town to become involved.  It was noted that the town voted overwhelmingly for the recreational use.  


The Planner agreed to work on wording for the ordinance changes discussed, eliminating the setback from churches and revisit the distance from schools.  Signage was also discussed and it was agreed that signage should not be allowed showing marijuana leaves, for instance, and to get feedback from the public on proposed standards. A Public Hearing will be scheduled for the Planning Board meeting in January to begin at 7:15 p.m.   

4.
OTHER BUSINESS 

No other business was discussed. 
5.
CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES
No action was taken on the September 27, 2018 minutes. 
6.
ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
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