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Bowdoinham
Village Partnership

Transportation Feasibility Study

Public Meeting #2

March 31, 2025
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Study Team
(Village Partnership Initiative) 

Consultant
• Gorrill Palmer
• North Star Planning
• Aceto Landscape Architects
• James Tasse Consulting
Municipality
• Bowdoinham (Yvette Meunier)
MaineDOT
• Ian Gorecki
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Original Study Limits
• River Road (Route 24)
• Main Street (Route 125)
• Main Street Extension
• Mailly Waterfront Park
• Cathance River Boat Ramp
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Expanded 
Study Limits

• Bay Rd (Rte 24)
• River Rd (Rte 24)
• Back Hill Street
• Main St (Rte 

125)
(Wallentine Rd to 
Ridge Rd)
Length = 0.68 mi
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Study Scope
(Transportation Planning Study) 

• Corridor Safety
• Traffic Calming
• Pedestrian Connectivity
• Access Management
• Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Accommodations
• On-street parking
• Placemaking Opportunities
• Landscaping, Lighting, 

Wayfinding, Amenities
• Economic Development



6

Safety Review
• High Crash Locations – 

None
• MaineDOT Crash 

Summaries
• Two Crashes (2021-2023)
• Ten Crashes (2014-2023)
• Six Crashes at River 

Rd/Main St Intersection
• No Fatalities/Serious 

Injuries (2014-2023)
• No Bike or Pedestrian 

Related Crashes (2014-
2023)
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Amenities desired:

• Dog Park
• New Pavilion
• More parking
• Mature old trees
• Community compost pile
• Decorated sidewalks, Colorful 

polka dots

Bicycle safety:
• Improve safety on Rt-24 (all of 

it), Pond Rd, and Main St
• Convert the train tracks
• Downtown district area
• Pro speed bumps or other traffic 

slowing measures
• Improve downtown
• Add bike path
• Bike path and reminders 

through signage

Celebrate Bowdoinham (Sept 14)
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Pedestrian safety:
• Sidewalk on Bay Rd to Wallentine (3 

comments)
• Rebuild walls on Ridge Rd and 

Center St
• Re-paint existing crosswalks
• Crosswalks on Back Hill St
• Crosswalks connecting the two 

parks (2 comments)
• Crosswalk to Three Robbers (Main & 

Rt-24) (2 comments)

Celebrate Bowdoinham (Sept 14)

Pedestrian safety:
• Main St. in the village needs speed 

table and more speed signs
• Pro speed bumps or other traffic 

calming measures
• Make sure sidewalks are plowed for 

people to walk on safely all winter
• Speed bumps on hill to enforce 

speed
• Village speed enforcement please
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• Truck turning movement concerns
• Support for 25 mph to Wallentine Rd
• Boat ramp parking concerns
• Concerns with impacts to Bath 

House
• Impacts to parking or winter 

maintenance on Main St Ext. 
concerns.

• Support for traffic calming
• Not sure all-way stop is needed at 

River / Back Hill Intersection.

Public Meeting #1 (Oct 15)
• Move gateway treatment north of 

Ridge Road
• Move gateway treatment up hill on 

Main Street
• Support for pedestrian and bike 

Accommodations
• Address bikes on Main St
• Sight distance issue at the bottom 

of Back Hill Street
• Sidewalks to Country Store.
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• Village is a desired walkable destination
• Desire for more businesses, restaurants, 

coffee shops
• Farmer’s Market is the most popular use for 

Mailly Waterfront Park
• Diverse uses of Waterfront Park create 

conflicts (park, boat launch, swimmers, 
fishing, pavilion events)

• Better organization for different users 
would make the park safer.

• Cars are the most common form of 
transportation, followed by pedestrians 
and then bicycles.

• Out-of-town bike traffic is prominent.
• Speeding cars are the biggest safety 

concern for pedestrians and bicyclists.

On-Line Survey (Oct 21)
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• Revisited travel lane and shoulder widths (10’ 
lanes & 4’ shoulders) to (11’ lanes & 3’ shoulders). 

• Shifted the boat ramp parking layout and 
entrance to avoid impacts on the bathhouse.

• Revised the River Road intersection with Back Hill 
Street / Spring Street from a 4-way stop to a 2-way 
stop.

• Eliminated the all-way stop at the Main Street and 
River Road intersection and proposed a raised 
crosswalk near Three Robbers Pub.

• Revised the sidewalk design near the gas station.
• Shifted the gateway treatments to be further 

away from the village on all three state road 
approaches (Bay Road, River Road, Main Street).

Summary of Plan Revisions

• Proposed additional speed humps or raised 
crosswalks on each approach to slow traffic.

• Added rapid flashing beacon assemblies at 
numerous crosswalk locations.

• Shifted the locations of 25 mph speed limit signs 
to be outside the gateway treatment areas.

• Added speed feedback signs at those locations.
• Modified the geometry of the River Road 

intersection with Back Hill Street and Spring 
Street, relocated the crosswalks, and added a 
truck apron to reduce the intersection size.

• Revised the Main Street Extension design to be 
one-way with parking and a sidewalk.  Developed 
two options for consideration.
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Concepts
Study Limits
Bay Road 
River Road
Back Hill Street
Main St
Main St Ext.
Mailly 
Waterfront Park
Cathance River 
Boat Ramp
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Concepts
• Typical 

Sections
• Roadway 

Details
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Concepts
• Safety 

Improvements
• Intersection 

Improvements
• Pedestrian / Bike 

Accommodations
• Traffic Calming
• Access 

Management
• Parking 

Accommodations
• Pedestrian 

Connectivity
• Placemaking 

Opportunities
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Concepts
• Main Street Ext.
• Option 1
• Traditional Street 

Layout
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Schedule
• Public Mtg 1 – October 15, 2024
• Online Survey – October 2024
• Concepts / Revisions / 

Recommendations – Winter 2024/25
• Public Mtg 2 – March 31, 2025
• Draft Report – April 2025
• Final Report – May 2025
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Comments & Feedback 
❑ Safety Improvements
❑ Traffic Calming
❑ Intersection Improvements
❑ Pedestrian / Bike 

Accommodations
❑ Parking / Access Management
❑ Main Street Extension
❑ Mailly Waterfront Park
❑ Cathance River Boat Facility
❑ Placemaking Opportunities
❑ Other Items
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