


TOWN OF BOWDOINHAM
PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Kendall Rm at Town Office
April 28, 2022 – 6:00 P.M. 
________________________________________

APPROVED -May 26, 2022

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Nate Drummond (Chair)  
Reeve Wood 
Allen Acker 
Richard Joyce

MEMBERS ABSENT:	Tracy Kreuger 
Justin Schlawin
William Shippen
				
STAFF PRESENT:	Jennifer Curtis, Town Planner and Economic Development Coordinator


1.	REGULAR MEETING CALL TO ORDER and DETERMINE QUORUM AND VOTING

Chair Drummond called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

It was determined that a quorum was present and that where two regular members were absent, Mr. Joyce would be elevated to a voting member. 


2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM March 24, 2022

Mr. Wood made a motion to approve the March 24, 2022 Minutes
Mr. Acker seconded
All in Favor (AIF)

3.  Site Plan Review – Tier I Application 
U01-019&020 Town Office Site Work

Jeremy Prue from Pine Tree Engineering introduced the project and gave an overview. 
He noted the improvements to handicap accessibility and vehicle and pedestrian circulation. He noted that some concrete pad where the generator and associated fuel tanks may be stored in the future. Underground duct bank for all of the electrical and communication utilities. A sprinkler system will be added to the building. 

The board asked about the new water line, and the applicant clarified that the new line will be for the sprinkler system. 

The applicant stated that the increase in impervious area is only approximately 4,000sf and the area already drains to the system. 

There was a discussion about the proposed stormwater infrastructure improvements. 

Discussion of the library wanting to move forward on its renovations even though the remainder of the building, used by the Town, is not planned to be renovated. 

Chair Drummond asked if it’s possible that the library edition could change. 

The Board wants to know if the project would go forward, if the library building permit wasn’t approved.

The Board felt that they needed more information on the library financial capacity, and clear right to make these types of changes to the building, as a lessee. 

The applicant stated that most of the cost of the project was related to stormwater 

Chair Drummond stated that he didn’t feel the title, right and interest and financial capacity had been met because there wasn’t information provided for the library portion, specifically. Town Manager Briand stated that the town would include the library in an updated plan. 

The Planning Board asked staff to verify that a public hearing could be scheduled. Staff advised the board that the bylaws allowed for a public hearing to be scheduled on any application within the time limits established by laws of the State of Maine. 

Board stated that they felt like the information on the existing septic is adequate to make a decision. 

Given that the waiver requests are related to the parking and driveway and not the library portion, the Board stated that they were happy to discuss those. 

The Board Addressed Waiver requests: 

Sight distance – existing use/no change

Parking area screening was noted as adequate due to a proposed stockade fence and existing vegetation.

Proposed parking is existing. 

Proposed parking is existing and no changes made sense due to site constraints. 

Proposed sign is the same as existing, 

All are related to the existing parking and driveway access.

Reeve Wood made a motion to approve the waiver requests 

1)b)i), ii, &x, & 2,d,10 & 11

Mr. Acker 2nd 

AIF

The Board discussed the desire to hold a public hearing on the application prior to moving the application forward. They particularly wanted input from the library on the finality of their plans. 

Move to schedule a public hearing for the May meeting or any subsequent meeting that the applicant would propose. 


Item 4. Site Plan Review – Tier II Application 
R010-044 Harvest Tide Vegetable Washing and Storage Facility


Charmain Drummond stated that he shared an existing washing facility collaboratively, but didn’t feel he met the statutory definition of having a conflict of interest. None of the other Board members indicated that they were concerned about a potential conflict. 

Bill Wright introduced the project and handed out an updated project summary. He said there were calculation updates and an updated site plan with detail on the wash water system. 

Mr. Wright reviewed the project summary. 

He stated that a letter was received from the Maine Department of Agriculture Conservation and Forestry had a soil scientist visited the site and note that the wash water system would not create an erosion control and sedimentation concern. 

Mr. Acker confirmed the exterior lighting plan. 

Mr. Wood asked if the LLC owned it, and the applicant confirmed that they owned it. The LLC will be the primary applicant of the loan. 

The applicant verified that the dumpster location would remain the same (off site)

Chair Drummond asked what the heating source would be. The applicant indicated it would be propane. The applicant stated they hadn’t decided where the tanks would go. Chair Drummond asked that the location be identified and appropriate buffering measures included. Chair Drummond advised that other possible elements, such as a generator, should be included on the plan, and required buffering. 

The applicant stated that compressors for the refrigeration would be on the southwest side, with the refrigeration on the west side.

Chair Drummond asked that the applicant clarify impervious area. 

The applicant stated they have been approved for a loan from Bangor Savings and they are hoping to break ground in 2023. 

The Board requested a note on what the existing district is and to show the location of floodplain and shoreland zone. 

The applicant stated that they reached out to DEP with regards to approval of the surface water discharge. 

The existing dumpster is offsite and proposed to remain offsite. The Board requested a note on the site plan to indicate that was the plan. 

Mr. Wood made a motion to find the Harvest Tide Organics Tier II Site Plan application complete. 
Mr. Acker 2nd
AIF

Need to schedule public hearing for May meeting – prior to any other public hearing. 

A site visit should be scheduled on Tuesday, the 24th at 9AM. 

[bookmark: _Hlk102114917]The board feels that if there is an issue with short term vacation rentals, it should be addressed comprehensively and not in this limited case. If the select board feels there is an issue with short term vacation rentals, the planning board suggests that they task the planning board with comprehensively looking at how to limit or manage short term rentals. 


ADJOURN MEETING

Motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously

VOTED

	To adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m.
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