 Come Give Your Opinion About Land Use! 

Hosted by the Bowdoinham Comprehensive Planning Committee

Wednesday October 11, 2023, Bowdoinham Community School
What land use ordinances are needed?  
 Come give your answers and discuss with your neighbors.
Why We Are Collecting Public Input
It’s well established that Maine is in a housing crisis. Older folks are unable to stay in the communities where they grew up, and younger folks are unable to purchase home and/or afford to live near their jobs. As we prepare our new Comprehensive Plan, we want to hear from Bowdoinham residents and businesses about what YOU think. Specifically, we are considering changes to our land use ordinances that would allow for more housing, but want to hear from you first. 
This is the first of two public input meetings we have planned to discuss land use. The second one is scheduled for the evening of November 1. Both meetings will be facilitated by Craig Freshley of Good Group Decisions in Brunswick. All ages welcome. Snacks and drinks provided.
Agenda

6:00
Arrival and Refreshments
6:15
Welcome
Comprehensive Planning Committee Chair Joanne Joy of the will offer opening remarks and facilitator Craig Freshley will explain how the meeting will work.

6:25
Context and Ideas
Members of the Comprehensive Planning Committee will present:

· The Comprehensive Planning Process – where we are and what’s next
· Our current policies and statements about housing – what we’ve said so far

· The need for changes in land use ordinances to support additional housing – why it’s critical and what benefits we can expect
· Overview of maps 
· A few ways to increase density and incentivize housing – just ideas

There will be a chance for questions and clarifications.

6:45
The Village District
If we wanted to increase housing in the Village, how might we adjust land use ordinances to increase density while following septic and set back rules?

7:05
North Route 24
Should we establish a Village District along Route 24 at the north end of town where new dwellings could tap into existing sewer and water infrastructure? What might be the district boundaries and what might be the maximum densities and lot sizes?

7:25
Rural Areas
Should we specify maximum lot sizes in the rural areas to increase density and simultaneously preserve large tracts for agriculture and open space? If so, how?
7:45
Closing Comments
This is a chance for any last words from participants and committee members.
8:00
Adjourn
