
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Bowdoinham Historical  

Society (11) 
bowdoinhamhistoricalsociety.org 

 

Founded in 1970 by residents 

hoping to discover, study, preserve, and make available 

records and items from Bowdoinham’s past, the Bow-

doinham Historical Society (BHS) has played an impor-

tant in town activities since that time. BHS owns three 

properties: the Meeting House & Carriage Shed at 7 

Browns Point Road; Jellerson School at 2 Center Point 

Road, Bowdoinham’s last 1-room school where we host 

classes in a living history 1910-11 school day; and Merry-

meeting Hall at 27 Main Street, open for BHS, town, 

public, and private events and activities. Our office and 

research room is located on the lower level of Merry-

meeting Hall next to Merryreading Books. FMI contact 

Betsy Steen at bayviewess@comcast.net.  

 

Come visit Jellerson School & Merrymeeting Bay Mu-

seum located at 2 Center Point Road  from 9 am – 2 pm. 
 

Bowdoinham Guild  

of Artisans (10) 
www.bowdoinhamartisans.com 

 
The Bowdoinham Guild of Arti-

sans is a group of fine artists work-

ing to bring their creative visions to life, while sharing an 

appreciation for their local community. The Guild strives 

to make high quality, well-made artistic goods accessible 

on a community level. The Guild of Artisans works to 

nurture artists by creating a supportive network, and  

providing access to exhibitions and educational  

opportunities.  

 

 
 

Self Guided Bike &  

Walking Tours  
 

Walking take a 1.0 mile  

walking tour!  

 

Park at the Bowdoinham 

Community School and make 

your way to 18 Ridge Rd to 

visit Morphee Creations to 

tour the garden, see her prints 

as well as Delilah’s pottery on display. Continue on to Rt. 

24 to the intersect with Main Street to Cathance River 

Gallery to see their collection. Head to the waterfront and 

stop by Merrymeeting Arts Center to tour the gallery and 

visit the MAC Pottery studio at 6 Main St to create a 

block print which will be incorporated into a community 

quilt fundraiser. Head back up north on Rt. 24 taking 

your first left on to Ridge Rd and take a left onto Ceme-

tery Rd stopping at 6 Cemetery Rd to visit Inside Fire-

wood to admire unique carved wood items, including 

bowls, utensils, and sculpture (which opens at 1:00 pm), 

then continue back to the school.   

 

Bicycling around the rural roads in Bowdoinham is a 

lovely way to explore farms and art on Open Farm &  

Studio Day!   

 

Stopping at farm stands also gives you the chance to enjoy 

a cucumber or a carrot for a great mid-ride snack.   

 

Invent your own route to visit your favorite farms and art, 

or check out some recommended routes developed by 

the Merrymeeting Trailblazers.  The route options range 

from easier, more family friendly routes to those better 

suited to experienced riders.  

 

A webpage with detailed route de-

scriptions (cue sheets) for the routes, 

ranging in length from 1 to 30+ 

miles, can be accessed using the QR 

code or visiting our website 

www.bowdoinham.com/page/2024-

open-farm-studio-day  

 

 

Town of  Bowdoinham 

13 School Street 

Bowdoinham, ME  04008 

Welcome to  

Bowdoinham 

Visit us on Facebook! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Cathance River Gallery 

(14) 
www.cathancerivergallery.com 

 

Fine art, wood carvings, and furni-

ture. The gallery is a cooperative 

of four Bowdoinham artists (Bill Stanton, Jane Page Con-

way, Mark Donovan, Wayne Sanford) and four Brunswick 

artists (Robert Bryan, Bill Robitzek, Judith Schuppien, Dan 

Warren).  Plus special guest artists. Welcoming visitors 

from 10am to 4pm. 

 

Jane Page-Conway Fine 

Art Photography (14) 
www.janepageconway.com 

 

Jane has been making and al-

tering photographic images for 

over 30 years.  She’s an inquisitive experimenter, exploring 

both traditional wet darkroom & alternative photographic 

processes such as: infrared film, Polaroid manipulations 

and emulsion transfers, hand-tinting black and white photo-

graphs, cyanotype & kallitype.  Jane has learned to restruc-

ture her thinking in the digital age, blending the old with 

the new. And now she practices the ancient painting me-

dium of encaustic wax with her photography.   

 

Janna DeWan Pottery (4) 
www.jannadewan.com 

 

Janna has been working in clay 

since 2000 when she took a ceram-

ics class in high school. Although 

she got a degree in bassoon per-

formance from Syracuse University, 

she spent most of her free time in the clay studio. 

Janna’s work is handmade in her home studio and 

fired in an electric kiln (and the occasional wood 

fired kiln!). She uses a black stoneware clay layered 

with slip, underglaze, and monoprinted drawings. 

 

Just Playing with Glass (4) 
 

Just Playing With Glass is a fused 

glass and found glass creative 

outlet.  Creating beautiful items 

for every day and special occa-

sion use.  As a continuous learner Amy is always learning 

and experimenting with materials and techniques hence  

the name "Just Playing With Glass."   

 

LaPointe Antiques &  

Restoration (9) 
www.mortimerlapointe.com 

 

Mortimer builds new furniture 

from reclaimed wood and re-

pairs and restores antiques.  

The pieces are crafted from a 

constantly changing collection  

of vintage reclaimed lumber. 

The beauty, shape and texture 

of each piece of wood is truly 

unique.  

 

Mark Donovan (14) 
www.bowdoinhamartisans.com 

 

Mark has lived in Bowdoinham 

since 1991 with his wife Brigid. 

He has enjoyed creating 

wooden art objects his  entire life, and has been working at 

it professionally since year 2000. His specialties include 

carving, sculpture and inlay.  

 

Merrymeeting Arts Center 

(16) 
www.merrymeetingartscenter.org 

 

Since opening in September 2007, 

Merrymeeting Arts Center (MAC) 

has been an active member of the 

Bowdoinham community.  In-

spired and guided by the eclectic spirit of Bryce Muir, 

MAC encourages art, education and community celebrat-

ing the cultural heritage and natural environment of Merry-

meeting Bay. Bryce viewed “the arts” in the broadest sense 

and “artists” as all those who make art in any genre.  Our 

gallery and studio offer opportunities for our community 

and beyond to express themselves as teachers, makers, and 

supporters of the arts. The Gallery will be featuring the 

works of local artist,  

Merrymeeting Arts Studio 

(15) 
 
Merrymeeting Arts Center will 

hold a drop in Block Printing 

Workshop where you can make  

a quilt square to become part of a community quilt to be 

auctioned off at a later date. These events are free to the 

public but donations are always welcome to help us fur-

ther provide Art for Everyone. The Studio will be open 

from 11-4 pm. 

 

Morphee Creations (13) 
www.morpheecreations.com 

 

Manon Whittlesey, of Morphee 

Creations, will be opening her home 

for viewing paintings and prints, and 

making plein air painting available in 

the gardens. This location will also host Sara Cox of Deli-

lah pottery and her gorgeous selections of porcelain 

pieces. Stop by, see some art, and paint! Looking forward 

to welcoming you from 10 am – 3 pm. 

 

Starrock Designs (1) 
www.bowdoinhamartisans.com 

 

Lynn Sternfels from Starrock Designs 

will be at Campo di Fiori nursery from  

9 am – 3pm with her unique botanically 

printed scarves.   

 

 

Watersong Music (16) 
www.watersongmusic.org 

 

Earl Bigelow created Watersong 

Music for the sharing and teaching all the facets of music. 

Recording, performance and teaching music has become 

Earl’s happy occupation, and in his studio he is able to do 

all three. Come check out Earl’s music studio and see 

where the music happens: 10:00 am to 2 :00 pm. 

 

Wayne Stanford, Inside 

Firewood (14 & 12) 
www.bowdoinhamartisans.com/

wayne-sanford  
 

If you burn wood, you know that some pieces are difficult 

to split or impossible to stack. Those chunks, mostly 

burls, gauls, crotches, and collars, are a wonderful chal-

lenge. I carve in a free-form manner to help each chunk  

of wood tell its own story. My goal is for each piece to be 

visually attractive from any angle and delightful to handle. 

Most pieces can be positioned or assembled in multiple 

orientations. I primarily carve Maine hardwoods, includ-

ing apple, ash, beech, birch, cherry, lilac, locust, maple 

and pear. I have found an artistic home in the Bowdoin-

ham Guild artisans. I display at the Guild’s Holiday Sale, 

at local art walks & festivals and at the Cathance River  

Gallery. 
 

William Stanton (14)
www.bowdoinhamartisans.com 

 

Bill retired from a career in civil 

engineering in 2003. He works 

out of his studio in the old Ca-

thance River Gallery in Bowdoinham. He paints with 

acrylics and oils, mostly doing landscapes of Bowdoin-

ham. 

 

Zachary Fields Ceramics 

(4) 
Instagram: zbfceramics 

 

Zachary Fields is a life-long 

educator and potter specializing in wheel-thrown and raku

-fired pottery. He's been creating pots for 30 years and fell 

in love with the raku firing process for its rich history and 

hands-on approach where he tends to the kiln, removing 

molten-hot pots and placing them into combustibles 

where they burst into flames. The resulting surface deco-

ration is an interplay of crackling, metallic luster, color 

variation, smoke patterns, and crazing. Zachary is also the 

studio manager of Merrymeeting Arts Center in Bowdoin-

ham.  

Please note there are many more artists and artisans in 
our community than can fit here. Look for them at our 
local galleries, on the Bowdoinham Guild of Artisans’ 
website (www.bowdoinhamartisans.com), and tabling at 
our local events. 

 

Apple Creek Farm (4) 
www.applecreekfarm.me 

538 Millay Rd. 
 

 

Apple Creek Farm is an organic and pasture-based live-

stock farm. Established in 1985 by the Galle family, the 

farm is operated by Abby Sadauckas and Jake Galle. The 

farmers raise chickens, cows, goats, and sheep and produce 

eggs, a variety of meats, sheepskins, and specialty products. 

Originally wooded, the farm now includes numerous pas-

tures and areas for silvopasture. The farm will be open 

from 10 am –2 pm. 

 

  

Blue Bell Farm (7) 
www.bluebellfarmmaine.com 

767 Carding Machine Rd. 

 
David Asmussen & Meredith Eilers joined the Bowdoin-

ham farming community in 2013. Dave hails from upstate 

New York and first put a shovel in the soil in fourth grade 

when he dug up the back yard to plant radishes. He met 

his partner Meredith when she was working at the college 

organic farm. After adventures far and wide through several 

states, homesteads and farmland, they were excited to put 

down roots in Bowdoinham where they grow diverse vege-

tables, herbs and berries. Dave is a graduate of MOFGA's 

Journey-person program and is proud to be farming on 

land with an agricultural conservation easement through 

the Maine Farmland Trust. You can find their produce at 

the Bowdoinham farmers market, and local restaurants.  

Tour the hoop houses and perennial fruit plantings from  

9 am– noon. 

 

Campo di Fiori (1) 
www.mainegardendesign.com 

212 Fisher Rd. 

 
Campo Di Fiori is a specialty nurs-

ery growing hardy wildflowers, orna-

mental grasses, and select cultivars. In creating the plant 

palette particular attention has been given to plants that are 

hardy, robust-growing, and low- maintenance while em-

bodying a more natural or wild aesthetic. The majority of 

these plants have a long season of interest, and for that rea-

son are particularly useful in keeping our gardens attractive 

from spring into winter. As both gardener and nature lover, 

Andrew’s goal is to inspire and encourage imagination in 

the art of garden creating with respect to the dynamic 

beauty and emotion of nature.  

 

Dandelion Spring Farm (5) 
www.dandelionspringfarm.com 

961 Ridge Rd. 

 
Dandelion Spring Farm is a certified 

organic mixed vegetable and herb farm that has been in 

production in the midcoast for 18 years.  Beth Schiller 

joined the Bowdoinham community in 2018 when she pur-

chased 85 acres of land, with beautiful ridges and soil of 

statewide agricultural importance.  After purchasing the 

property, she sold an easement to Maine Farmland Trust, 

to forever protect the land. Tender salad greens and aro-

matic herbs are the baseline of Dandelion Spring, but they 

also have squash, fairytale, and other roots and greens. 

Their products can be found at the farmers’ markets in 

Portland, and at many natural food stores and restaurants 

along Maine’s coast.  

10 am – 3 pm Visit the farm based art exhibit in The Hive, 

the new timber frame barn, relax with a short chair mas-

sage. Enjoy local food, art, and music. For more info and 

to sign up for a massage, visit the DSF website.  

 

Enterprise Farm (6) 
www.facebook.com/

Enterprise-Farm-

Greenhouse-Farm-Stand 

819 White Rd. 

 
Jesse Harriman started Enter-

prise Farm in 1972 with roots in poultry farming, eventu-

ally, as the industry changed, he shifted to vegetable and 

flower farming.  The farm now aims to provide customers 

with great plants so that they may become successful 

"farmers" themselves.  A wide selection of annual and per-

ennial flowers and healthy vegetable plants are available as 

well as a wealth of gardening knowledge.  In addition, the 

farm starts hundreds of thousands of plants for truck farm-

ers around Maine. Recently, the farm has begun to sell 

fresh, locally grown vegetables to our customers!  

Welcoming visitors 9:00 am to 4 :00pm. 

East of Eden Flower Farm 

(2)     
www.eastofedenflowerfarm.com 

2 Sadie Ln. 
 

 

Join Julia and David Baecher of East of Eden for a walk 

through the flowers at their small hillside farm where they 

specialize in tulips, peonies, and dahlias from 10am – 

2pm. Please park at the East of Eden Farmstand.      

 

Harvest Tide Organics 

(10) 
www.harvesttideorganics.com 

304 Pork Point Rd.  

 

Please come join us on the farm for a look at our farm!  

Visit the farm at 304 Pork Point (park along the road by 

the white welcome tent) for tours and explanations of our 

high tunnel production and our flower U-pick. Tours start 

on the hour and half hour from 10 am until 1:30 pm.  

 

Peary’s Garden (3) 
Instagram.com/pearysgarden 

218 Main St. 

 

Peary’s Garden is a community 

garden space started in 2017 by 

Brian Smith and Lily Montgomery. In 2016, Brian pre-

sented the idea of continuing the space as a community 

garden to the BCDI “Community Conversations” gather-

ing, where it was enthusiastically received and sup-

ported. Peary's Garden is located on Brian and Luana 

Smith’s property off of Sadie Lane by the East of Eden 

Farmstand.  

Our garden has 23 plots available each season for commu-

nity members to rent, a garden shed full of donated tools, 

compost, seeds, water, and garden advice.  

“Forno del Geometra”, a wood fired pizza oven built by 

Brian and a few garden members during the pandemic, is 

also available for gardeners to use. We will have the oven 

fired up and ready to sell pizza to Open Farm Day guests 

so please come hungry! The recent addition of “Peary’s 

Privy” will add comfort and convenience for gardeners and 

visitors. Peary’s is a family-friendly space and welcomes 

gardeners of all ages and abilities. Open 11am – 2pm. 

 

Stonecipher Farm (8) 
www.stonecipherfarm.com 

1186 River Rd. 

 

Stonecipher Farm is a small or-

ganic mixed vegetable and fruit 

farm. We will be highlighting the 

"no-till" principles aspect  of our cultivation practices, fo-

cusing on deep compost, and mulches. We employ biodi-

verse planting practices, for optimal plant health and also 

to benefit native bugs, birds, and amphibians. We will tour 

our fields and green houses. We grow a lot of flowers, and 

things should be in full bloom for Open farm day! Tours 

from 12:00 to 3:30 pm. We are located across the street 

from Mortimer LaPointe Woodworking. Also, our farm 

store is open 7 days a week from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

 

Other Area Farms 
www.realmaine.com/activities/

maine-open-farm-day-2024-

listings/ 

 

The Maine Department of  

Agriculture, Conservation and 

Forestry also maintains a state-

wide list of farms that will have their doors open for the 

state wide Open Farm Day.  If you are coming in from a 

neighboring town check out RealMaine.com to find a list 

of participating farms.  

MEET OUR ARTISTS, CRAFTERS & WOODWORKERS 

 

Come celebrate our  
farming and arts community! 

OPEN  

FARM & STUDIO 

DAY 
 

JULY 28, 2024 

BOWDOINHAM, MAINE 

 

MEET OUR FARMERS 

 
Save the Date 

 

Open Farm & Studio Day! 
Sunday, July 27, 2025 

 

Photo: Elyssa Cohen Photography 

https://www.realmaine.com/
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(1)  Campo di Fiori  
 212 Fisher Rd.  

9am--3pm  
Explore Andrew’s  

naturalistic gardens and nursery. 

Lynn Sternfels from Starock Designs 

will be there with her unique botanically printed 

scarves.   

 

(2)  East of Eden Flower Farm 
 2 Sadie Ln. 
 Park at East of Eden Farm Stand 

10am—2pm 

Join Julia and David Baecher of 

East of Eden for a walk through 

the flowers at their small hillside 

farm where they specialize in tulips, peonies and dahl-

ias. Follow signs to the flower fields across the road. 

 

(3)  Peary’s Garden 
 218 Main St. 

11am--2pm 
  Come tour Bowdoinham’s com- 

  munity garden which features  

  23 plots available to rent. And  

  bring your appetite as the wood  

  fired pizza oven will be serving up pizza for sale. 

 

(4)  Apple Creek Farm 
 538 Millay Rd.  

10am--2pm 
Join farmer-led tours at 10:15, 

11:15, and 12:15 or take a self-

guided tour through the farm’s 

shady, wooded trails. You’ll meet the animals, enjoy 

activities for kids, browse the farm store, and meet sev-

eral local artists including  Janna DeWan Pottery, Just 

Playing With Glass, Zachary Fields Ceramics, and 

Harts Way Designs. Prepare to walk over uneven 

ground, and don’t forget your cooler.  
Please leave dogs home. 

  

(5) Dandelion Spring Farm  
 961 Ridge Rd. 

 10am--3pm 

 Visit the farm based art exhibit 

 in The Hive, the new timber 

 frame barn, and relax with a short 

 chair massage. Enjoy local food, art, and music.  

 For more info and to sign up for a massage, visit 

 www.dandelionspringfarm.com. 

 

(6)   Enterprise Farms 
 819 White Rd. 
 9am-4pm  

 Offering a wide selection of annual 

and perennial flowers and healthy 

vegetable plants. Stop on by for some 

fresh, locally grown vegetables and tap our wealth of 

gardening knowledge.  

 

(7)  Blue Bell Farm 
767 Carding Machine Rd.  

9am--Noon 

Tour the hoop-houses, perennial 

fruit plantings, and bring your bird-

ing binoculars for a stroll through 

the back field. 

 

(8)    Stonecipher Farm 
    1186 River Rd. 

Noon--3:30pm  

This mixed vegetable and fruit 

farm highlights the “no-till” cultiva-

tion practices. Tour their fields 

and greenhouses. It is a great time 

of year to see the plentiful flowers 

in full bloom. 

 

(9)  LaPointe Antiques & Restoration 
 1191 River Rd. 

10am--5pm  
You’re invited to explore Pearl & 

Mort’s shop to see a variety of ac-

tive antique restorations and custom 

woodworking on display.  Tours 

being given of the workshop and 

restored historic Chamberlain carriage house.  

Antiques and hand-built furniture for sale.   

 

 

(10)  Harvest Tide Organics 
  304 Pork Point Rd.  

  10am--1:30pm   

  Visit the farm at 304 Pork Point 

(park along the road by the white 

welcome tent) for tours and expla-

nations of our high tunnel production and our flower  

U-pick. Tours start on the hour and half hour.  

  

(11)  Jellerson School  
   2 Centers Point Rd. 

9am--2pm  

Visit Bowdoinham's last one room 

schoolhouse and Merrymeeting 

Bay Museum. 

 

(12)  Inside Firewood  
  1 Brown’s Point Rd.  

1pm—5pm 
Wayne Sanford creates unique 

carved wood items, including 

bowls, utensils, and sculpture. 

His work is organic, lacking 

planes, symmetry, dimensions, 

and right angles. Meet him at Cathance River Gallery 

from 10am – 1pm or at his studio at 6 Cemetery Road 

from 1pm - 5pm. 

 

(13)  Morphee Creations 
  18 Ridge Rd. 

  10am—3pm 

  Manon Whittlesey, of Morphee 

  Creations, will be opening her 

  home for viewing paintings and 

  prints, and making plein air 

  painting available in the gardens. 

  This location will also host Sara Cox of Delilah Pottery 

  and her gorgeous selections of porcelain pieces.  

  Stop by, see some art, and paint!  

 

(14) Cathance River Gallery 

  18 Main St. 

  10am-4 pm  

Fine art, wood carvings, and furni-

ture. The gallery is a cooperative of 

four Bowdoinham artists Bill 

Stanton, Jane Page Conway, Mark 

Donovan, Wayne Sanford and four Brunswick artists. 

Plus special guest artists. Visitors Welcomed. 

 

(15) Art Studios  
  6 Main St.   

  11am-4pm   

Drop in for the Block Printing 

Workshop and make a quilt 

square for a community quilt to be 

auctioned off. The event is free but 

donations are always welcome.  

 

 (16) Cathance Place 
 9 Main St.  
 Watersong Music  

10am--2pm 

Recording, performance and 

teaching music has become Earl’s happy occupation, 

and in his studio he is able to do all three. Come see 

where all the magic happens.   

 
Merrymeeting Arts Center 

10am--1pm. The gallery will be  

featuring local artist William Stanton.  

 
Bowdoinham Food Pantry 

1pm--6pm.  

Take a self guided tour of our 

raised bed gardens, pop in the 

Pantry to see our operations and 

bid on Silent Auction Items till 

6pm.  

 

 (17)  Mailly Waterfront Park 
   1 Main St.       

  4pm—7pm 

Enjoy a fitting close to the day by the beautiful Ca-

thance River. Feast upon a Bowdoinham Food Pantry 

BBQ chicken benefit while listening to live music by 

Rough Sawn at the gazebo. Music starts at 4 pm and 

goes until 7pm. Food from 4-6pm. Cost: Donation. 

OPEN FARM DAY - SCHEDULE 

*Town & Village Maps by Margaret Campbell. Photographs by farmers, artists, crafters and woodworkers. Cover art provided by local resident and Bowdoinham Town Clerk, Tina Magno! 

 Public Restrooms at  
Mailly Waterfront Park 

2024 Open Farm  

& Studio Day! 
 

Bowdoinham’s Open Farm & Studio Day, is a celebra-

tion of Bowdoinham’s strong farming and artisan com-

munity. It is a day where farmers and artisans’ welcome 

visitors to their businesses to teach them about their 

practice. Public offerings vary from offering tours, fresh 

food, and demonstrations, to exhibits, and sales.  

 

Open Farm Day is celebrated statewide on the fourth 

Sunday of July and Bowdoinham is one of very few 

towns in Maine to organize its own town wide event. 

This has been going on since 2012. Further, the Town 

started a separate Open Studio Day in 2014. The events 

have now been combined over the past few years. The 

bond between the two communities is strong with many 

farms welcoming artists to open pop-up shops at their 

locations. 

 

Follow the red signs throughout town to visit dozens of 

local farms and art studios showcasing the best of Bow-

doinham. From 9am -5pm: Explore farms and studios 

for live demonstrations, farm tours, fresh food, and to 

shop farm stores, pop-up markets, and more! From 

4pm – 7pm Head to Mailly Waterfront Park (1 Main 

St.) for a Bowdoinham Food Pantry benefit BBQ, serv-

ing up fresh locally grown items, and live music by 

Rough Sawn at the gazebo. 
 

 

Barbeque & Music 
4pm — 7pm 

 

Mailly Waterfront Park  (17) 
 1 Main Street 

 

Come enjoy a fitting close to the day by the beautiful 

Cathance River. Feast upon a chicken BBQ benefit  

dinner provided by the Bowdoinham Food Pantry and 

while jamming out live music provided by Rough Sawn 

at the gazebo. 
 

 

4pm –7pm  Enjoy live mu-

sic from Rough Sawn start-

ing at 4pm at the Gazebo. 

 

 

Rough Sawn is a primarily 

acoustic band from Maine 

that plays folk, Americana, 

and classic country.  

 

 

4pm -6pm  Join us for a town sponsored barbeque hosted by 

the Bowdoinham Food Pantry featuring fresh foods from 

local farms starting at 4pm. 

 

 
Menu  

Items subject to change 
 

BBQ Chicken  

Potato Salad 

Baked Beans 

Coleslaw 

Desert 

 

Cost:   Donations 

 

Donations to benefit the Bowdoinham Food Pantry. 

 
 

Thank you local farmers  

for always providing fresh ingredients 

for the  BBQs and to the artists  

who continue to inspire creativity  

in the community!  

Welcome to Bowdoinham 

“On Beautiful Merrymeeting Bay” 
 
    Though the 1600‘s saw attempts at settlement, it was 

not until 1730 that permanent settlers, many with names 

still common in Bowdoinham, built along the shores of 

Merrymeeting Bay and the Abbagadasset River. On Sep-

tember 18, 1762, Bowdoinham was incorporated, named 

for Peter Bowdoin, a religious refugee from France, who 

had bought the tract of land that included this area. The 

first church was built in 1765, and three school districts 

were authorized in 1791.  At one point Bowdoinham 

stretched from the Richmond-Gardiner line to the Top-

sham line and west to include Bowdoin.  

    Agriculture has had a long history in Bowdoinham, pre

-dating the town’s incorporation in 1762.  The most fer-

tile, well-drained soils have been used for vegetables and 

first production,  while  the  less  well-drained  soils  have  

favored  animal  raising  and hay production.  During the 

18th century, 95% of the townspeople raised their own 

food and fiber and sold the surplus to local people or 

businesses. By the 19th century, the demands of town 

and city populations created a larger marketing opportu-

nity to serve the increasing population that no longer had 

access to farm land. During the 20th century, the produc-

tion of farms was geared to the wholesale market. The 

last quarter of the 20th century saw the beginning of the 

change from wholesale marketing to a more intensive 

focus on retail customers. This initial focus was intensi-

fied by the “organic” and “buy local” desires of the Maine 

population which displays itself in restaurant offerings, 

summer and winter farmers’ markets, food clubs and 

“community supported  agriculture”. The 21st century 

has seen a burst of new farms in Bowdoinham.  

    Bowdoinham’s village is located on the banks of the 

Cathance River. Its proximity to Interstate 295, Bruns-

wick, Topsham, Lewiston, Auburn, Augusta, and Port-

land make it an ideal place to live, visit, or locate a busi-

ness.  Named “A Very Crafty Town” by Down East 

Magazine in 2008, Bowdoinham is home to many well-

known artists whose work is a direct reflection of the 

natural beauty of the area. In the Cathance Landing 

Building on the waterfront you will find the Merrymeet-

ing Arts Center.  Up on the hill, in the old high school 

building, you will find one of the best little libraries in the 

state and the historic town hall where visitors gather for 

contra  dances,  art  shows and the longest-running plant 

sale in the state.  The Bowdoinham Community School 

is a top-ranking K-5 elementary school built mainly from 

donated lumber and labor along with money raised from 

several years of local chicken barbeques. Bordering the 

school, kids and adults can be seen enjoying the baseball 

fields, a skating rink, a tennis court and a basketball court.  

In the center of town, Mailly Waterfront Park features an 

easily accessible public boat launch, picnic tables, a ga-

zebo, and public restrooms. During the summer, the 

park is home to free Sunday concerts.  

 A short boat ride will find you in the middle of Mer-

rymeeting Bay, an ecological wonder. Merrymeeting Bay 

drains 38% of the freshwater in the state; its watershed 

comprises an area totaling some 10,000 square miles. 

The Bay is located in Midcoast Maine at the confluence 

of six rivers: the Cathance, Muddy, Abbagadassett, East-

ern and—two of Maine’s largest rivers—the Kennebec and 

Androscoggin. While generally considered an estuary, 

biologically, the Bay is classified as tidal riverine and geo-

logically, as an inland delta. The Bay is for all intents and 

purposes 100% freshwater. Narrow river restrictions at 

the Chops and Thorne Head slow the incoming salt tide 

from 17 miles downstream and restrict the outgoing vol-

ume of fresh water draining more than a third of the state. 

It is the backed up freshwater rising 4-6 feet against the 

advancing salt water that makes the tide. The Kennebec 

is, in fact, tidal all the way to Augusta. The Bay is a 9,000 

acre system of tidal freshwater marshes and open water 

that provides premier spawning habitat as well as being 

the largest staging ground in the northeast for migratory 

waterfowl. The Bay is internationally significant for its 

many rare and endangered plants and animals. 

    Bowdoinham’s location on Merrymeeting Bay led to 

the growth of an economy based on a blend of maritime 

crafts; fishing and boat building, combined with farming, 

and associated home industry.  In the winter, fishing 

shacks appear on the river by the village center, continu-

ing down the river and into the bay. Visitors and locals 

gather to fish for the small and delicious Atlantic Smelt. 

Once a year, the townspeople come together in the park 

during mid September to “Celebrate” its birthday.  Cele-

brate Bowdoinham is a celebration of Bowdoinham his-

tory, culture, arts, ecology,  agriculture,  commerce  and 

the  wonderful  people  that  live  here and call Bowdoin-

ham home. It’s Bowdoinham’s high quality of life and 

strong sense of community that led to it being named one 

of the “Best Places to Live in Maine” by Down East 

Magazine. 

Farm & Studio Tours — Starting at 9am (hours vary) 
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