A BUSY PLACE IN BOWDOINHAM VILLAGE

The factory of SagadahoC Fertilizer Company of v:rhlcl'lttl;ied
Messrs. W.B. and E.P. Kendall are prominen‘t members, 18 sl 30
on the Cathance River in the village of Bowdoinham, and nea
Maine Central Railroad station.

power at the mill ig furnished by 2 gigantic ang Pem.lllarly
made, tide-water wheel, twenty-seven feet in diameter, thCh
operates eighteen out of twenty four hours. 1t operates with 2
one-foot fall of the tide, either way. IT has reversible geBIH:

and is of fifty horse power. The wheel was put in here by J.M.
Kendall, father of the above-named D

rothers, and by William
Kendall, their grandfather.

Hundreds of Mechanics, machinists, and millmen have visited
the place to see the curious wheel, and have been repaid by the
incredible sight of thig giant wheel, a water motor, wallowing
and working within a few feet of the bridge across the Cathance.

This company has operated for five years in fertilizers,
beginning in a very small way at first.

They now make the Sagadahoc Superphosphate, a high grade
fertilizer for all hill and drill crops. It is manufactured from

bone coal, or bone black, fish scrap, and kainit*.‘ They also make
Dirigo Fertilizer, for grain and grass crops; from ground raw

L

Th

Muallzyfgrinihand sell some four hundred tons of land plaster
rom the best of Nova Scot

B gy P S PO otia rock, which is landed on the

1}

* 59“& h\ ?\\'-‘.ﬁwt‘

‘* '50,‘!\' ?‘t*ﬁ.f




i to the
150 carloads of freight annually, thus contributing largely
business of the railroad and of the town.

: d
The Messrs. Kendall are not only largely engaged 11:1 thj :-:iizs.
fertilizer business, but are also conducting large i‘armmi Szasm'
They will have over one hundred acres in oates the prese: e
.11 treated with their Dirigo Fertilixer at the rate of %,

per aCre.

Some account of their farming operations in the past may be of
interest here. I quote some of their own statements: "For 'b}:xe purpose
of practically testing the fertilizgng power of bones, particularly
when applied for worn-out soils restoration. In 1880, we purchased
an eleven-acre lot of thoroughly worn out field, for which we paid
$200. The quality of this soil was naturally weak, a medium between
a clay loam and so-called pine land, the surrounding growth being

soft wood and white birch, the field lying nmarly flat and inclining
slightly to the south.

When we undertook to restore and cultivate this field, we expected
to obtain sufficient results within six to eight years for the dressing
to manifest its worth, to hire all labor done on same, pay for all
fertilizer used, and interest on the cost of the land. For these
principles, if true, when further applied, would allow the farmem

to be well paid for all his labor and fertilj
ilizer i
the capitol invested." » and interest on

Accurate accounts have be
en kept of this vent i

ey ure which show
very ; aging returns, and demonstrates that the idea ori :
conceived was not without wisdom ang good judgement originally

nt.
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The KendallgFaed no other fertilizers than their own make,
and no barn or yard dressing at all. The coming year theywill have
over one hundred acres of oats on land under the plow, fertilized

with their Dirigo fertilizer.

Maine needs more of these home fertilizer factories to work up
the waste products like bone, fish scraps, and other substances
now not utilized into valuable fertilisers. Exhausted farms and
fields are in serious want of this plant fiood, and improved
practical agriculture calls imperatively for these aids.

The Messrs. Kendall are live men who believe in Maine and
Maine farmingf in progressive, practical, businesslike farming.
Their fertilizers are largely sold in bulk to the farmers of
this section, who take them direct from the factory with their
teams. They have favorable freight rates with the Maine Central

and other roads, whereby they can deliver their goods at the
purchaser's nearest station at a very low price. This brings buyer

and seller, consumer and manufacturer, into close connection,

and
opens direct trade.

Sagadahoc Fertilizers are rapidlyacquirin

‘ g notoriety and winnj
their way by merit, wherever they are used/. ; i
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New Area Cofporatlon To
Build Fertlhzer Plant

BOWDOINHAM — Four as-
sociates of Sagadahoc Fertiliz- ¢
er Co here have formed tk

construction Monday on &
$225 000 fertﬂizer pla.nti




1§{1§adahoc Fertilizer Co.

Sold At Bowdoinham

BOWDOINHAM — This
L.town's economic plcture con=
!tinues to change.
| Shortly after it was an-,
‘nounced that the G. H. Bass
| Co. of Wilton will open a shoe
plant here, it's now been an-
nounced that Sagadahoc Fer-
tilizer Co., oldest fertilizer
company actively operating un-
der its original name in this
country, has been sold.

mmers’ regime,
hled in volume.
death of sev-
e management
inevitable.

«puring Su
the business tre
Retirement and
eral of the activ
made & change

“In the early 1960’s, the pet=-
rochemical giants entered the
fertilizer industry. Through
mergers and other changes,
the names of the 10 or 12 com-
panies who were in business in
1880 in the United States have

Summers Fertilizer Co. of
Baltimore sold the firm to Cor-
enco Corp. (formerly Consoli-
dated Rendering Co.) of Tewks-
bury, Mass. ‘

Corenco is now the largest

state. Two years ago, it ac-

plants in Maine and since has
set up several added distribu-
tion centers for bulk and
bagged fertilizers.

James E. Totman of Balti-
more, Sagadahoc president, and
Robert F. Pretl. Portland at-
torney, will continue as Saga-
dahoc executives

affairs are wound up.

founded Sagahahoc Fertilizer
in 1880. In the words of Tot-

fertilizer manufacturer in this|,

quired many of the Bummers|:

during the|,
period when the corporation’s|

W. B, Kendall of this tnwn‘

now all disappeared from the
scene. The records show that
Sagadahoc was the first re-
corded company doing fertilizer
buginess in Maine,” Totman
concludes.
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The

Sagadahoc Mill Purchage Option - Myths v. Facts



Myth, #1: The property is so contaminated with i
: chem
future use is safe or feasible. £218 dhett o

(We should be grateful for the widespread belief in this myth, because

it has kept the property unsold and undeveloped until now, when the
town has need of, and potential use(s) for. the mill property.)

Fact: The environmental Study completed this spring concluded
that no further investigation was required to determine that there
s NO chemical contamination problem on site.

“The study confirmed there were no 70's pesticide violations.

*In 1985 two gasoline tanks were removed with no leaks/spills.

*In"1987 the MeDEP reported no hazardous violations found.

*A 1988 DEP site inspection included tést holes & soil samples.

*Oil tanks on site today are empty and reported as sound.

‘act: The land alone is worth the purchase price.
. +20.1 acres of riverfront property have Route 24 frontage as well.
*Inquiries about acquiring railroad frontage are encouraging.
. +The DEP has already approved the site for sand/salt storage;
the pile could be removed immediately from the landing.
- This is the only spot on earth to which the town could move the pile
mmmdimammmmdmﬁmogm
*Objections to development of “wetlands’ have been rebuttte_a :
Upstream sites offer recreational smmmmg/boatmgd potential.
* «Nature trails, hiking/biking paths could be deveiop ekl
-The town's Trails committee and Rec Board both faw;ny Sk
-The town'’s ownership of the property would ’eé“g::mp,e_.)
of adverse use by a developer (see Pond Roa



Myth #2: The buildings are not fit for use.

The steel building could be Public Works NOW.'
4,000 square feet of covered storage includes a 40'x20" shop.
-All town-owned equipment and Public Works vehicles could fit.
*The building is above the100-year flood line, on a cement slab.
It has steel trusses and is serviced by 3 overhead doors.
*The storage bay is naturally lighted by translucent roof panels.
“The town's assessor lists a replacement cost of $38,200.
« Public Works reserves could fund repairs and install a1/2 bath.
: The office building was deemed Iin “fair” condition.
*The 26'x36" structure has a full basement and aluminum siding.
*It is served by town water, and has an existing septic system.
‘It needs a new ceiling, cosmetic repair, and systems update to
become space for rent or for use by the town.
*The town's assessor lists a replacement cost of $43,234.
: The big mill building has a number of potent'lal uses
*The total square footage of the structure is 53,750, '

Fact:
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i ; t portion coul :
reconfigure the remainin 4% portion could be used to re
: : aining spaces.(We hay : pair or
.'gﬂ:ﬂ:‘f’u';‘d?sivrgm materials, ,-f.s WB"_)E compiled a file of firms
il be actively gu?;uﬂé}ix gﬁ\éelopment of remaining portiong of the mill
Other use will be stugieq min . PTOPOSed business, e mill
'ed critically before decisions wil| Ecreational ¢
€ made.
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| PLEASE BRING THIS REPORT TO
TOWN MEETING






1 EVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
1 LL PLANNING AND D
SAGADAHOC MI bt st ot
By: Brinn Hobart

The Sagadahoc Mill Comminee was organized to study the &EEIE.J:.E:L_:‘,;? Fﬂ;jﬁtﬁ:ﬁ:
Bowdoinham purchasing the mltrErn-n; F'_r1-:IF'-rr!,'r' Iﬁncﬁ:&x;: ali:: -:.".-.E““m mm ﬂ
fecime ind up of clizens cont !

E:ir?uit:r}“;:pﬁié:lﬁ: nf;l-::gr that would assure as chl: data ,3_-, pq:._:,;.Tg
wouldl be collected, analyzed, 2nd 2n informed recommendation be rln.|-5: to the
belscimen. Since is inception the comminee has worked very hard Iﬁ:ﬂﬂngﬂﬂ. alnne
urturned and entematning any and all ideas 10 present the people of Bowdoinham
with as much information as possihle

The funre need for an altemate site for Public Works winter sandieall as well as 5
mainterance/siorage fcility prompted the siudy for acquiring the Mill property.
Early in the study the Maine Department of Envirormenial Protection was m:-nr.-mul_-a-_r
drd an ingquiry made as to maving the winter sand supply seross the road to the mali
propety. DEF's response wak positive, no further permit process would be required

O b mill Propeny the existenice of the meml MmaifAlErinse building, suitable for a

Pubilic Works garspe, nude the PTIpCIty £ven more anrsclive o Town needs

The commiten thought it wise 1 Adidnes

linlality. issvues freg mclodicg; nsirance,
ENvirDAmantal  axessmenss. respiprcs

profection zone incwrsions, and possible
altemstives for the old mill buililing itself As i femed o, trsurince was nat an

B whcreas the ncreiss in Tovwm premiyms amosited (o onfy $330 per vear, An
envitonmental Phase | it meRiment  conducied i i

A stamdard berandary sumviny and tepographic plan
the ptopeny consisted of 20,1 acres of ohich

itm Zone, T3 were i {he Gereral De
| 5% scvey were ElEigified as Residerial & Agriculnmal. The FEMA 100 vear flaad

Hevatiom of 0.0 feet was Plotved and results found the buildings and severn] ge AL
he stwuther end or Ihe promerty 1o be above the Ao plain & 13

by Harty Land Satrveying inclicarei
11 1% scres were it the Resource
velopment Zone, and rhe remaining

Eu_gjnu-n ateve Goodridge, and Arclurest Jaha
buiiliting and conelided 4 leasl.s porion af the Engare eanld Posszhly be zaved and
Feriivated. Vo tonirachars Inak i it
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Aside from the advantape of Town avwnership ard :P"”.hl.' |h-k-:'-l_'|:-. Ihml:u-iﬂ'l:l':l:'-s.cI;:i‘-":":
-.-::TJ include CommETty garden Space, srell .Ex|:ll'lh'. mOCET l-'.1II'|.J.!|I-F'|.|I--|i-..:_|,| ;_::1 P
areas. Swiniming, canosing. &nid may ather |['-r|-r|:-u ol rlq:.'fri.:III'-:lfl .|-.. .l-:‘-U5;. oy
and ball fields. State granis may be available for pro 'm."fﬂ ;lh'v.-::u_-u neluding
Bevelopment. Lises that could bring revemus 10 e ]|.|-.'~T|l"'.1..-:..rl,_.l | “‘:t-.-\h-._ .,._'|'_||_|I_d hle.
ihe emall ofBee building ot the front of he propeTty. The .,_'-I-I--l.t:'.1 o h it
ved a5 & helft shop, amall business office, or dfy cuTe e ax f".l ”'t, : m:;_t.._t'..“F.
atler Town departments could alse be an opion Orthei 5*:-::::.‘41.': Bhes If.l ol 2Ereplin
revenue from tie propery could involve the milroad, AR "r'lumjllIh;llf”d:r.lg.Eld.[-.ﬂ-?-‘l
or 1 depat of sors cocld be o rexlity. A seaplane base could gererale INCOME A5 O
cants: TEneals

i the event i was decided {o renovate part of the old mill butlding, aside lrom
wndizaly slomage, cou jiless julEas sEre O Hered broal Boal storgee, baskeiball couris,
dance halls, skaebosrd mamps, 1o micro-brewesies, fish hatcheries, and recycling
certers. The battom line to the fiuse of the building will be dictated by econamcs.
{areful considemsiion of all Pacts, dats, and details will lead 10 propes cholces for the
Todwr of Bowdoinham (0 make i WEars 1o oome

he uee of the Public Works reserve account and the undesignated surplus will make
o postible (o purchase the Sagadaboc Mill property withou! a tax increase or the nee
to bormow money. The hmds ave available partly because & need for funre Public
Works |.JEi|i[i.'f'.:' wag realized iny Years Fli'.'_-,.'I anad thie 1‘:||;:;||clr..' has been Fll'l'.' :'L\.“’-i'i.lit-.
Hecently the Town iook action 0 macket tax acguired properties. Sale of these
propertees will mean addtional tax revenue which will offser logs of the Ml peoperty
tnx revenue: Fiends fragn these sales will 2lso offset = nastion of the mioney used I'r-.}r:.-u
unlesignated muplus for purchase of the Ml propermy.

The commiriee members enamimotsly agreed that it would be in the best interest of
the Peaple of Bowsdoinkam for the Town 1o purchase the property with the faze of th

?I.'. mall building 10 be decided afier more in-depth spudy -!'v1;.1m- i;E thl.; ..:M 2
concerns, and risriors regarding this property have been proven to be Lnf,:,.mdﬂ'_ Tﬁ;
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0,000 purchase
Sagadahoc Mill

doinham voters

o buy the complex €6Once we buy it,
. a concern about you'll meet people
le contamination. from the DEP you ve
never met before.2?
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Jriter
ND _ Residents at town manager records the expenses
_attended town meeting Wed- of the Recreation Committee.
y voted overwhelmingly topuy _ rurchase of the Sagadahoc Mill
agadahoc Mill complex on generated the most diseussion;
many of the 130 residents left after

ance River for £120,000.
out $50,000 will come from 2 the vote. The mill, currently owned
ic works reserve account an by Central Chemical Co. in Connec-
y00 from the town’s surplus. ticut, sits on 20.1 acres of riverfront
he town meeting was still in property, with 1,300 feet of frontage
s at 9:40 pm. with four % ine river and 1,700 feet on the
i raﬂ{'oﬂd‘tracks, The buildings — the
{ voters approve all the articles main mill, a storage building and an
warran ey will increase pffice = total 65,000 suare feet.
e municipal budget 214 percent, Selectman
“4g27,754. That will require a 52 served :
Ercent {ax increase, from $1ﬁ.4u to negﬂhﬂted the 53131. Sald e.n‘ﬂmn‘-
1725 per $1,000 of assessed pro- mental
erty value.

That was higher th
il town officials had projected
hecause yoters ma&iui: 3:;;3‘3\
amendmen spending icles. .

i -acted gaid Neal Brown.
The origfoa! tax rate Was Prl by the Maine (Department of

at $17. sia B deet in rease E T
c S
,;z:;;:;;&ﬁeam‘iﬁp; cee meyretie bors LS ve it
5 . 7 T Lo 1
the new fire station, where Wednes - ;) meet people from ihe DEP

day’s town meeting was held. The
percentage increase also was
inflated by a change i the e-

Please see-MEEING, Page 4B

MEETING |

Continued from Page 1B

you've never met before. 1 have a
pretty good idea there’s going to be
a problem there.”

Fire Chief Alan Frizzle said the
DEP tested the site every two years
while it was used to store fertilizer,
and they never found any
contamination.

After approving the purchase, the

raised $5,000 t0 renovate the
storage puilding for use as a public
works garage. The mill also will
used to store the town's road salt
and sand, which currently sits in an
exposed pile across the street, near
the town land

Many of the expense articles were
toward malking the town

F
gnvemnent more efficient and pro-

fessional. For example, residents
voted to create a position of admin-
istrative assistant, which would eli-

clerk.

They went on to approve an
amendment 10 the fire deparment
pudget, adding $3,400 to reinstate

ealth insurance for the fireé chief's



Pilferage O1 sanit Ly === = .l_

dramatically. [know 1t still m[fﬁ
: shghiis

and Ackley have been VIE| lant

l ‘ ile 18
is now out that Bowdoinham s sand p

to be.

enis On 0ccasion, DULATISEEEES 1emple
their patrolling ofthe area and the w,,
not as easy to rip off as it yq,

... nemalition of the old mill was a harg
Sagadahoc M m‘gmuIIT*';:‘!‘T*_[”E':EETE Selectmen and the Sagadahge
dq:-::i::'t;r:n given E;Z:latl:ganﬁr Enr{i mittee(SMPDC)had high hopes the
::;E]Il 19?&2?5 renovated for some rather uniqL_:lc uses for E{J‘n’v'dlr;b:ﬂh'cir:n.
However, when the roof began to collapse in late January 1999 the
Selectmen realized that the building was beyond recovery and had become
extremely hazardous to the public. They instructed me to develop a
demolition plan to be implemented as quickly as possible. The SMPDC
had researched the cost of demolition during 1997 and had quotes ranging
from 585,000 to 5125,000 - both numbers were impossible given tha
there were no budget dollars in the current expense budget tc

accommodate the project. However, the previous vear’s Public Works

Budget (largely because of FEMA Ice Storm 98 R

had a surplus of $30,000 which was carried forw
The Selectmen were greatly relieved when a
Tmmr.*tut_i-:. stepped up and offered to take on
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