





pickup of recyclable materials over a ten-week period. The program was designed with
several goals. The first of these was to offer townspeople a chance to participate directly in
a recycling program under the most favorable conditions. Flyers describing the program
were distributed to every household, grain bags were provided for collection of recyclable
materials, and the wide range of materials collected made it easy for people to quickly
achieve significant reductions in the amount of material they were sending to the Landfill.
A second aim of the program was to gather data on the volumes collected of the various
materials, and the frequency of participation by Town residents. A master list of all Town
residents was drawn up and each pickup was noted. Records of total volume by category
(newspaper, mixed paper, mixed recyclables) were kept, and weekly measurements were
made of the amount of material deposited on the Landfill itself. Perhaps the most important
goal of the curbside pickup program, however, was that of providing townspeople, Town
officials, and the Sagadahoc Recycling Company with invaluable day-to-day experience in
preparing, collecting, and processing a wide variety of recyclable materials. This hands-on
experience helped people see that recycling was not too difficult to carry out. Finally, the
aspect of community consciousness-raising should be mentioned. The regular free
Saturday collection and the sight of friends and neighbors putting out material for pickup
are certain to have influenced people to try recycling at least once, and many residents

found it much simpler to recycle than they had imagined.

The materials collected during the pilot program fell into four categories: corrugated
cardboard, newsprint, mixed paper, and a catch-all group called mixed recyclables. This
%ﬁmgory included all glass, plastic, and metal household containers, as well as

( and rags, and clean used grain bags were handed out as receptacles for these
. Creating the mixed recyclables category simplified recycling efforts, since it reduced

icantly the sorting required at the houschold level.
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