Recycling in Bowdoinham -
1990s







to beef up

By ELIZABETH COXE
KJ Correspondent

BOWDOINHAM — The town that is number
one is still trying harder.
Bowdoinham

efforts, diverting
mainstream solid waste, but Solid Waste Manager
David L. quy.wmuﬁndt.odobmmdhsnme

in
Berry has announced a can-flattening contest
wlthaprinfromthetownfonheciﬁmwithﬂu
heaviest bucket-full of clean, label free,
flattened cans. First and runner-up
prizes also will be awarded. ;
Scales at the Bowdoinham Recycling Barn will
benndforweighiu.md_!aryhgsaﬁv
bucket ready, so mbe weight

Cans may be ukeli to the barn on
ednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 8
‘.? tol::;. reponM":htlze town cling
[} 's recy
n:az:tdaaibu sales of materials since_
yarwhanhememopenﬁonmimo

resale value of $700 per ton, he said,
has

steel is not nearly as value in
quantity.

Mixed paper and because of
coatings and toxic inks, are not good candidates
for shredding and reuse as , said Berry.
‘l‘huemnuhhmba:f' until a market
becomes available or until they can be sold as fuel

stocks. About 20 tons of mixed paper and 18
tons of magazines and catalogs are being held in

Most of the materials are sold to Maine
companies, said Berry. Corrugated cardboard
goes to Gardiner, newsprint to Lisbon Falls, and
glass to Topsham.

S o o &~ trameport the
evy - on it — to transport
materials for sale.

Since April, when Bowdoinham started collect-
ing fees for disposal at the landfill, materials
accumulating there have averaged 50 cubic yards

week. Two years ago, the average was at least

Thyards per week. -

ere is no oomﬁenun'on or recycling, except
in savings of landfill fees, but citizen participation
has been high. _

Citizens see the user fee concept as fair, said

ve Berry, adding those who use the landfill most pay

the most. Because of decreased dumriu at the
landfill, the town will be able to use
it for six to eight more years, before

having to finance its closing, Berry sai
Another reason for the high o of
recycling in to do with the

process itself.

In most towns, separation of materials at home
ist.heﬁmm.andthcmm.q.h
residents. In Bowdoinham, much of the separa-
tion is done at the Recycling Barn, a converted
farm building that once housed chickens




1990 -4
So‘lli?\;rl.m omnpleted:: mcompleted it’s second full year under the our |
to report
of participation, not only in achej reduct o of

ol -

- forboth nitrogen content and heavy metals, and the nine week program was

? successful in providing a use for food waste and mixed paper.

1 In the spring, the Town underwent another nine week program using food

waste, mixed paper, other compostables and fish waste for the catalyst. This

program was also successful in that it showed a decrease of about 5-7 cubic

yards of material per week going onto the landfill, while making auseable cover
well.

.'Itil

| During the past year, the Town has placed, on average, 40 -45 cubic yards
- of material per week on the landfill. Thisis a great reduction compared with the

250-300 cubic yards per week we were putting on the landfill prior o startup
~ of the recycling program. We are presently adding another five to six years of
useable life to our landfill. It is a valuable resource and I would urge everyone
1 ,. :j‘,'.i:__uu wpmmm-

: ofmcychblcmateﬂalatﬂwkecyclingBamor_mnPostRoad
v becoming routine. We are shipping out glass, newsprint, plastic and
ated material on a regular basis, all to nearby buyers. The amount of
al recycled by townspeople seems to be fairly steady, and we will be
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Small town adopts recycling with zeal

Portland Press Herald, Saturday, April 20, 1991
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. Staf] photo by John Ewing
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